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SKETCH or Tut MATERIALS 
A NEW HISTORY OF CHESHIRE : | 


SHORT ACCOUNTS 


O F T HE 
GENIUS AND MANNERS OF ITS INHABITANTS, 


AND 


or SOME LOCAL CUSTOMS PECULIAR TO THAT DISTINGUISHED COUNTY : 


A LETTER TO THOMAS FALCONER, ESQ; 
OF THE CITY OF CHESTER. 


The Muſe, her native Land to ſee, 

Returns to EncLaxnD, over DEB; 

Viſits STOUT CHESHIRE, and there ſhews 
Ta HER, and HERS, what EncLanv owes 3 
And of the Nymphets fporting there, | 


In WirkaALL and in DE8LamtReE: 
| Drayton's Poly-Olb, Preface to Song zi, 


$OLD BY MR, LAWTON, BOOKSELLER, IN CHESTER 3 
AND BY MR, BATHURST, BOOKSELLER,' IN FLEET-STREET, LONDON; 
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[ N Page the 19th of the following Papers it is mentioned, that the Publica- 
tion of Henry Bradſhaw's Life of St. Werburgh in verſe, is a circumſtance, un- 
known to all our writers. But, as my ingenious Friend, the Author of the 
Anecdotes of Britiſh Topography, has acquainted me with the Authority for his 
Aſſertion, That it was publiſhed at London, 1521, quarto”—lt is certainly 
a debt due to Friendſhip, and to Truth, to lay thoſe Reaſons before the Public. 
— The induſtrious Mr. Ames in his Typographical Antiquities gives the running 
Title of the famous Henry Bradſhaw's Life of St, Werburgh in theſe Words— 
* Here begynneth the holy Lyfe and Hiſtory of Saynt Werburge, very frutefull 
<< for all Chriſten people to rede.“ Printed by Richard Pynſon, with a Wooden 
Cut of the Saint, and a Table.— The accurate Biſhop Tanner tod, in his Biblio- 
theca Britannico- Hibernica, mentions this Publication; but ſays, only ſome parts of 
this celebrated Life were printed in 1521, quarto. From which his Lordſhip 
quotes this ſingle verſe— 


When Phebus had ronne his Cours in Sagittari.“ 


Here reſts the Evidence of the Publication on one hand. On the other hand, 
the Reader may, if he pleaſes, conſult the Reaſons given in page the 19th of theſe 
papers; to which I ſhall add, that no poſſible enquiries of mine have been able 
to diſcover the leaſt trace of it, in any private as well as in any public Repoſitory, 
And the Library of Dr. Richard Rawlinſon, where it ſeemed molt likely to 
have been found, had no ſuch Book ia its Catalogue. There are two quarto 
volumes in this Colledlion, printed by Richard Pynſon, not unlike it in Title— 
No. 4872, The Lyfe of Saynt Radegund in verſe, without date: No. 5456, Here 
begynneth the Lyfe of the glorious Conſeſſoure of eur Lorde, Saynt Frauncis ; without 
date.— Upon the whole, therefore, I can only cloſe this difficulty, with the 
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good - humoured expreſſion of Sir Roger de Coverley—** that much may be faid 
&« on both ſides :?—Or, in the more elevated ſtile of the Roman Poet, 


Non Noſtrim eſt tantas componere lites. 


Beſides the above ſeeming inaccuracy, the omiſſion of a note in the forty-firſt 
page, renders ſome little explanation of a paſſage there rather necefiry, 
Biſhop Bridgeman's Scheme for the Revival of Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline after the 
Confuſion of the Civil Wars, may ſeem to indicate, as if his Lordſhip was 
ſuppoſed to have out- lived this melancholy æra of Public Ruin, The good 
- Biſhop certainly drew it up, with the pleaſing hopes, that he might have 
lived to have executed it himſelf. But in caſe he ſhould paſs hence and be no 
more ſeen, before the completion of his earneſt wiſhes, he then very warmly 
recommended it to the care and execution. of his ſucceſſor.—His Lordſhip. 
ſurvived till within two years of the happy Reſtoration of Church and State; 


and then breathed his laſt at Moreton near Oſweſtre in Shropſhire, 16;8.— 


His great grandſon, Sir John Bridgeman, Bart. erected a handſome monument 
over his Remains, in the year 1719. 


The candid Reader is deſired to correct the following ERRORS OF THE Pats. 
Page 15, Line 10, join Plea-Rolls with a Hyphen. 


— 18, — 12, inſerts. 

—— 19, before the Notes, inſert 1 2 

— 31, Line 7 read wich a Semicolon after Capite 

—— 33, —— 4, the referring Mark 1 to the Note inverted. 
— 34, —— 2, for Boftock, read Boſtoke. 

FX — 42, —— 7, Capital B in being 

. — 43.— 1, ſor i; read was 

Þ — 43, In the Note, after 345, inſert 347. 

1 \ | | — 46, Line 4, for Value read Valaur. 

1 5 —— 48, invert the two Notes, 


—— 50, In the Notes, Line penult, for Lambert, read Lambard; 
— 54, Line 3, join Literary-Parent with an_Hyphen. 
— GO, —— 5, for COLLECTORS, read COLLECT 10ns. 
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4 
Sketch of the MATERIALS 


FOR A 


HISTORY OF CHESHIRE, 


A Letter to THOMAS FALCONER, Eſq. 


DEAR SIR, 


"THOUGH the common occurrences of life have 
diſſolved that pleaſing tie which ſubſiſted between us at Ox- 
ford; and placed us, not---/ongo proximi intervallo---but as 
far aſunder as Eaſt and Weſt; yet, I am always happy in 
every opportunity of reviving this tender intercourſe, and 
converſing with you upon paper, even at the diſtance that 
accident has placed us. 


But ſure, my good friend, you are not perfectly ſcrious 
in that flattering expreſſion of your favourite wiſhes --- 
that my leading paſſion for our National Antiquities, and 
<« the pains I am ſuppoſed to have exerted in the purſuit of 
them, might albat laſt center in one point, and be entirely 
« dedicated to a HisroR Y or CutsuiRE, For no one 
knows, or at leaſt ought to know, better than yourſelf, 
how much of the midnight oil mult neceſſarily be waſted in 
this laborious ſervice; and the great demand ſo extenſive an 
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undertaking is likely to make upon me both in point of 
Conſtitution and of Fortune. Cheſbire, to its proper Hiſtorian, 
I will be bold to fay, is the firſt and moſt important County 
in the whole kingdom of Great Britain. Its original and 
peculiar privilege of having been for many centuries a mo- 
narchy of itſelf---a complete imperium in imperio - has 
preſerved in the public Repoſitory of its Caſtle more traces 
and memorials of its ancient Records, than any other Pro- 
vincial Diſtrict can boaſt of. Add to this, the hiſtory of 
her Barons bold--- 


The mightieſt men of Bone, in her full boſom bred, 


— as Drayton ſo poetically calls them; and in whoſe 
boſom they have flouriſhed from Father to Son: for 
ſuch a length of ages; and you will eafily conceive the 
almoſt immenſity of matter that offers itſelf to a Cheſhire 
Hiſtorian. 


But if Glory and Honour, as you ſenſibly obſerve, fill 
bear their full proportion to every noble and every arduous 


taſk > 


» I have giving you Hugh Lupus's Charter under the collections of Henry 
Bradſhaw, 


2 Camden ſays, that Cheſhire always produced more gentry than any other 
County in the Kingdom. For there was no part of England that formerly ſup- 
plied the king's army with more nobility ; or that could number more knights 
families. And old Speed calls it the Seed-Plot of gentility. 
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taſk; here is certainly ſufficient Palm to excite the honeſt 
labours, if not to raiſe the Enthuſiaſm of any future hiſto- 
rian of this diſtinguiſhed County. And with the view of 
kindling up one ſpark at leaſt of this Enthuſiaſtic Flame, 
I ſhall beg your indulgence, in the ſhort compaſs of this 
letter, to chalk out fome imperfe& Sketch of the vaſt Ma- 
terials ſtill exiſting towards a Hiffory of Cheſhire. --- Good 
Senſe itſelf, with a thorough knowledge of the ſubject, will 
eaſily direct the application of theſe materials; and then it 
muſt be left to the native generoſity of the Gentlemen of 
this County, whether their nurturing bounty will in future 
encourage any ingenious perſon to arrange theſe materials, 
and by regiſtring the acts of their great Progenitors, to reſcue 
theſe periſhing Records from oblivion---For my own part 
it will be ſufficient praiſc, if I endeavour to wreathe an Ho- 
norary Chaplet that may adorn the Brows of their choſen 
Hiſtorian, without preſuming to the vanity of placing it on 
my own. 


As the Dictates, however, of Reaſon are f/erling in any 


kind of language; or, as Pope once ſaid to the 7%)y of the 
age, fince--- 


Plain Truth, dear Murray, needs no Flowers of ſpeech; 
—-80 take, my dear friend, the eſſence of this whole argu- 
ment in the homely phraſe of Daniel King, --- That 
© there is no County in England more famous for a long 
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« ſucceſſion of ancient gentry, than this of Cheſhire, will 
«© not be denied; nor for ſetting forth their deſcents, and 
% memorable employments; in as much as the ſubſtance of 
cc all publique records for almoſt four hundred years are 
« carefully preſerved in the Caſtle at Cheſter ; and that the 
e hrivate evidences concerning the particular families of that 
« County, are, by reaſon of their long duration, leſs diſper/t 
« than thoſe of many others, through the great and frequent 
changes that have befallen them in moſt places. It is 


therefore to be hoped, that the worthineſſe of the ſubject 


e will ſtir up ſuch, whoſe greater abilities may, by a more 
c exact ſurvey and ſearch into the antiquities of this ſhire, 
? contribute farther to its honour, by reſtoring to light 


« its ancient glory, for the more ample content of all per- 
« ſons concerned therein, aud their own lafting memory.“ 


This ſenfible Extract from Daniel King, is the ſubſtance 
of his Preface to what, He is pleaſed to call --- The Vale 
Rayal of England. But had the comic powers of that eaſy 
poet, Gay, thought proper to have given it a name; he 

would 


1 The great Selden, in his notes upon Drayton's Poly-Olbion, has this remark 
—*< Generally in theſe northern parts of England, the gentry is from ancient time 
left preſerved in continuance of name, bloc, and place; and molt particularly fo in 
« Cheſhire, &c. 


— 


The only general account of Cheſtire we yet have. 
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would moſt probably have affixed to it the humourous title 
of the I bat Diye call it of Cbeſbire. Since King's 
Work, as it ſtands at preſent, is neither ſimply a Hiſtory 
nor ſimply Collections; but a farrage of valuable ma- 
terials thrown together in ſo much diſorder, that we may 
candidly ſpeak of it, as Milton does of the tower of Babel, 


— — Thus was the fabric left 
Ridiculous; and the work Configſion named. 


But, upon this head, the ingenious author of the --- 
Anecdotes of Britiſh Topography — has expreſſed himſelf 
with ſo much propriety, that I cannot forbear giving you his 
ſentiments. Speaking of Burtou's Hiſtory of Leiceſterſhire, he 
proceeds thus : --- The next county-ſurvey after Burton's 
« was that of Cheſhire, 1656 ; indige/ted, indeed, and incom- 
« plete; but ſuch as, like thoſe of many other counties, we 
« muſt be content with, till ſome native aim riſes up 

cc to enlarge and new model it.” * | 


Now, after what we have been told by King himſelf 
of the Yorthinefs of the ſubject; the further Contribution 
to its honour ; and the Reſtoration to light of its ancient glory ; 


: Mr. Gay has a Tragi-comi-paſtoral Farce by this title. 


2 Preface to the Anecdotes of Br, Topogr. page viii, 


GC can 
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can we -conceive ſo ignobly of the great Engliſh blood of 
Cheſhire chief of ien, i as to ſuppole them either indifferent 
or inattentive to ſuch a future Hiſtory of their County, as 
may in ſome meaſure be equal to the Grandeur of the De- 
ſign, and to the illuſtrious ſubject of which it treats ? 


been ſuch as theſe, would be ME inconſiſtent 


with that native provincial generoſity which I have this in- 
ſtant taken the liberty to hint to you. And when I ſpeak, 

my dear friend, of the native generoſity of the Gentlemen of 
Cheſhire, I am authoriſed by modern facts, as well as by 
the truth of hiſtory. But this generous turn of ſentiment 
has always been rendered more eminently conſpicuous, by 
having been particularly directed to that point of conduct, 
which ſezmed moſt likely to promote the peculiar Honour, 
and the &/tinguifhed Character of this County. Of this nature, 
certainly, was their celebrated Hoſpitality of yore : Which 
was really ſo diffuſively extenſive, as not only ſtill to live in 
Poetic Song, but in the relations of graver Writers. I ſhall 
preſently give you inſtances from both. But I muſt firſt of 
all conclude this remark, by obſerving, that the modern ſons 


1 — The nobleſt Ceſtrian ſhore, 
Of our Great Engliſh Bloeds as careful here of yore, 
As Cambria of her Brutesz now is, or could be then. 
For whick our Proverb calls her, Cheſhire Chief of Men. 
| Drayton's Poly-Olb, Song 1 f. line. 5. 
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| of Cheſhire are not any ways degenerated from the ſpirit of 
| their Fore-fathers, in the Provincial Character of Genero- 
fity---If the Engliſh Roaft Beef, and the Beverage of our 
Anceſtors, retain at this day any part of their former diſ- 
tinction, e except in rhime and metre, it is undoubtedly 
upon what old Drayton calls --- The Ceftrian Shore.” 
And the Peers themſelves, thoſe national inheritors of Ho- 
| nour, have not ſhewn more attention to the methodiſing, 
and illuſtrating of their Journals, than the preſent Gentle- 
men of Cheſhire have exerted in the Preſervation of their 
County Records. With this noble view, they have fitted 
up a Suite of Rooms in the Caſtle of Cheſter, I won't 
b barely ſay with every Degree of Convenience, but with 
i every Degree of Elegance. And if the great deſign is {till 
incomplete, it is owing to the want of a proper candidate 
for that generous Reward, which they have publicly offered 
for the Regular Claſſing of their Provincial Muniments. 


Let me now give you inſtances, both from Poetic and 
from Proſaic Story, of the ancient Hoſpitality of Cheſhire. 
--- The muſe, in Drayton's Poly-Olbion, ſpeaking of our 


1 The houſe of Peers are at preſent ſo attentive to this important ſubject, as 
| to have appropriated a particular Fund for the noble purpoſes of arranging 
. their Records. And out of this Fund, the late Mr. Morant of Colcheſter in 


Eſſex, a Jerfey Man, had a munificeat falary tos Explaining thoſe Journals which 
were written in old French, 


a] 


SKETCH OF THE MATERIALS F OR 


wars in France, thus celebrates the Proweſs of the Men of 
Cheſhire, by ſaying that they had 


—— Livelihood of their Own, their Ages to Suftaine 
„Nor did the Tenants Pay the Landlord's Charge maintain; 
But as abroad in Warre, He ſpent of his Eſtate ; 

*« Returning to his Home, his Heoſpitabl: Gate 

The Richer and the Poore /food open to receive —— 
They, of all England moſt, to ancient Cuſtoms cleave.” 


And Fuller, in his Engliſh Forthies," confirms this pleaſ- 


ing account of the Heſpitable Gate, in telling us, That 


the Cheſhire Gentry are remarkable for four Things; 
« their Maumbers, not to be paralleled in England in the 
like extent of ground; their Antiquity, their Loyalty, and 


« their Hoſpitality; no County keeping better Houſes, 


« which, becauſe all grows on their own, may be the better 


ec afforded. --- This truth has given riſe to a pleaſant ob- 


e ſervation; that it appeared to all people that the Cheſhire 
« Gentry were good Houſe-keepers, becauſe they gave ſo 
« many J/heat-ſheaves in their Coats of Arms; Bread being 
« the Staff of Hoſpitality, and Wheaten the Beſt of all 
« Bread. Indeed I myſelf have reckoned no fewer than 


1 Pages 571, 187, 
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ce fix and twenty" Vheat-Sheaves, called Garbs in Heraldry, 
« which are borne in the ſeveral Coat-Armours of the Gen- 
iy of this County' --- And he takes his farewel of Che- 
ſhire, by earneſtly wiſhing --- That ſome of their Hoſbi- 
ce zality were planted in the South, that it might bring forth 
“ Fruit therein.“ 


Now, whether the pleaſant reaſon of this bearing in their 
Arms, mentioned by Fuller, may be the true one, or the 
reverle ;* it certainly ſtrikes us with the agreeable appearance 
of an ingenious Probability. And as the higheſt inſtance 
of Cheſhire Hoſpitality, he might have carried on the Allu- 
ſion, by telling us; that theſe garbs, or heat Sheaves, 
are borne by the City of Cheſter, as well as by the County 
Palatine itſelf. 


1 Our Avthor might have reckoned many more. Take the following cur- 


ſory liſt, | 

Birkenhead, Eden, Maxfield, Styche, 
Brerewood, Fitton, Mercebury, Tilſton, 
Cholmondeley, Groſvenor, Mylneton, Vernon, 
Colwich, - Hatton, Oldfield, Weever, 
Cowper, Holde ſnheaſe Preſton, Weaver, 
Cradock, Kemp, Raincourt, Wheat, 
Darby, King, Read, Whitley, 
D-dwood, Langton, Rutter, Wickſted, 
Dodd, / Leftwich, Sandbach Wirrall, 
Doleman, Maſterſon, Skellerne, 


2 Kent's Grammar of Heraldry has this Obſervation under the family name 

of Raincourt— ** The Bearing of Garbs, denotes a Perſon given to Hoſpitality 5 
** and charitable to the Poor.” 

| D But 
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But as /ocal Cuſtoms, of long ſtanding, give us the 
cleareſt infight into the Manners and the Genius of a 
People--- I cannot avoid reminding you, upon the preſent 
occaſion, that Frumenty* makes the principal entertainment 
of all our Country-Iakes, and that no Feftal- Anniverſary 
can poſſibly be celebrated amongſt the Inhabitants of Cheſ- 


hire; unleſs, the Szaff of Hoſpitality, as Fuller calls it, 
crowns the Social and the Fe//al Board. 


The above paſſage from Fuller, puts me in mind of a 
fimilar remark of the ſenſible Verſtegan, in his © Re/fitu- 
tion of decay'd Intelligence in Antiquities.” The Modern 
names of Lord and Lady, he ſays, are only poliſhed contracti- 
ons from the Saxon titles of Hlaford and Hleafdien. And he 
is certainly ſo far right, that whatever words are at this 
time ſtrictly and purely Engliſh, are undoubtedly nothing 
more than the od Savon ones modernized, by ſmoothing 
away and poliſhing the roughneſs.---Your inquiſitive turn 
of mind has, I'm ſure, given you an inſight into this lan- 
guage of our anceſtors; or, I ſhould have informed you 
ſrom this author, that Hlaf means bread, and dien means 
to /erve or diſtribute it. The ſenſe of Hlaß, you know, we 
ſtill partly retain in the word loaf; of which the Saxon 


term 


1 Our common People call it F irmitry---It is an agreeable Compoſition of | 
boiled Fhear, Milk, Spice and Sugar, 
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term was moſt certainly the parent. A Zaf-ford therefore, 
or a lord, amongſt our anceſtors was, one, who was the 
proveditor of Ceres, or the afforder of the ſtaff of life. And 
the amiable title of Hleafdien was applied to the Partner 
of his joys and cares, as being the diſtributer of her huſ— 
band's bounty.---Whether the preſent refinements of life 


permit any part of the character of the Saxon Hlaf-ford to 


exiſt in the modern Lordi out of the bounds of Wirrall, 


« and of Delamere”---I ſhall leave to your own reflections. 
But the ancient Hleafdien ſo far exiſts in the modern Lady, 
that by {till preſiding at her huſband's table, ſhe diſtributes 


his bounty: to the ſurrounding gueſts, 


Thoſe, who affectedly ape the ſuppoſed refined manners 
of a rival nation, want to laugh this cuſtom out of counte- 
nance. But I own I always glow with an honeſt indigna- 
tion, whenever I ſee the /ab/tantial manners, and the ſenſible 
cuſtoms of our anceſtors, ſo miſerably fricaſſied away as they 


are, by profeſſedly mimicking the genius of a People ſo con- 
trary to our own. 


Let 


We find that our Nobility, which generally do bear the Name of L:rd, 
have always, and as it were of a ſucceſiive Cuſtom (rightly according unto that 
honourable Name) maintained and fed more People, to wit, of their Servants, 
Retayners, Dependents, Tenants, and alſo the Poore, than the Nobility of 
any country in the Continent, which ſurely is a Thing very honcurable and lau- 
dable, and moſt well befiiting Nublemen and right noble Minds. 
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Let us now, my dear Friend, leave this ſcene of Cheſhire 
Holpitality---where the Hlaford and the Hleafdien ſtill 
flouriſh as of yore in order to celebrate thoſe, her Literary 
ſons, who have reflected honour upon their native ſoil, by 
endeavouring to preſerve any memorials of her ancient glory. 
Amongſt theſe, I thall not preſume to rank the collectors 
of her public Records within the Caſtle of Cheſter ; be- 
cauſe whatever care and pains they may have exerted, has 
been purely Official, I ſhall only ſay in general, that if 
thoſe public Repoſitories of the Tower of London, the Rolls 
Chapel, and the Office of the Exchequer, are of the leaſt con- 
ſequence to the kingdom at large; the Cale of Cheſter is of 
che ſame and equal importance to this our County Palatine. 
But there is one public Record, formerly preſerved in this 
Repoſitory, of much too uſeful and grand a Nature to be 
paſs'd over in filence,---You are perfectly acquainted with 
the Survey, which William the Conqueror ordered to be 
taken of all England; and which went under the Name of 
Domeſ-day Book, becauſe it was a recorded Evidence of 
Judgement in all poſſible Caſes of diſputed Property. Dom, 
or, as we now write it, Doom, being the Saxon Word for 
Fudgement.---But beſides this general Survey, which related 
to all England, and to Cheſhire in common with the other 


Counties, 


* 


Though Domeſday Book is generally ſuppoſed a Survey of all England, yet 
ne four northern counties are not comprehended in the Original Survey now re- 
| maining 
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Counties, there was a Dome/-day Book peculiar only to our 
Palatinate; and which undoubtedly took its Riſe from this 
ſenſible Inſtitution of the Norman Conqueror. Our great 
Antiquary, Sir Peter Leyceſter, frequently mentions this 
Cheſhire Dome/-day in his Hiſtory of Bucklow Hundred; and 
he not only gives us ſome extracts from its Contents, but in 
ſeveral places he thus particularly deſcribes it --- © There 
« was a Dome/-day Book in our Exchequer at Cheſter for- 
ce merly, wherein many Deeds and Records were enrolled ; 
<« but this Book of Record is now /of.” And again--- * In 
ce the Roll of the Ancient Chartes, called Domeſ-day, an- 
« ciently remaining among the Records at Cheſter, but ow 
4 ot, and taken away, it was found --- Leuca quæ fuit uxor;. 
ne 


But, with the leave of our great Antiquary, this invalua- 
ble Record, or at leaſt a Record which aſcertains the lineal 


maining in the Exchequer. The Saxon Chronicle however ſays, “ tenuit Rex 
© magnum Concilium, et mittebat ſervos ſuos per to/am Angloram Terram, 
C ſcrutari, quot Hydarum eſſent in ſingulis Comitatibus, quidque Rex ipſe haberet, 
e et quantum Cen/#s annui,”* Chron. Sax. p. 186.—And all the writers of that 
age ſpeak of this ſurvey as extending over the 7who/z kingdom; though later 
ones imagine, that the four northern counties had ſuffered ſo much by the ravages 
of war, that the king's commiſſioners found it impoſſible to take any exact ſurvey. 
of thoſe provinces. 


* Pages 220, lin, penult.—3 17, lin, 6, 


E and. 
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and uninterrupted ſucceſſion of almoſt every ſingle acre of 
Cheſhire Property for at leaſt five hundred years, is now in 
my poſſeſſion. I ſhould be ſorry to ſuppoſe it the ſtolen and 
the precious caſket o* Ancient Charts, which Sir Peter tells 
us was Zaken away. But I own my heart leaps with a provin- 
cial Joy, when I reflect that accident has put it in my power 
to oblige my Countrymen with this Opus Aureum, this Gol- 
den Record; ſo infinitely ſuperior to any Record now ex- 
iſting, either in the Archives or in the Annals of any other 
County in Great Britain, And if Parliament has thought it 
an object worthy of National Wiſdom, to print the original 
Dome/-day Book at the expence of the Public, which relates 
only to one ſingle period of time'-. it is ſcarcely to be ima- 
gined, that the generous good ſenſe, for which our County 
has been remarkable, would be inattentive to the public 
preſervation of this invaluable Record ; which faithfully re- 
giſters the ſucceſſion, not only of their Property, but of 
their Progenitors for ſuch a length of Centuries, 


But it is not only inthe ſenſible Inſtitution of Domeli-day 
Book, that this our inferior Monarchy of Cheſhire hath imi- 


The wiſdom of parliament, a ſeſſions or two ago, aſſigned 2000]. of the na- 
tional money for the publication of Dome ſ day Buok. And if this noble deſign is 
ſtiſl unexecuted, it is owing to ſome difficulties in aſcertaining the beſt mode of 


publication. The Cheſbire Demes-day, if I may © call it, now in my poiſon, 
conſiſts of two folio volumes, in a very ſmall cloſe hand. 
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tated the noble Example of its Paramount, and Parent- Em- 
pire. For if the latter had ſtill another valuable Record, 
from the colour of its Cover, and the place of its Preſerva- 
tion, called the Red Book of the Exchequer" ; our Empire of 
Cheſhire had equally its valuable Record, under the denomi- 
nation of the Red Book. The Antiquity of this original Re- 
cord is very great. It was once the poſſeſſion of the Abbey 
of St. Werburgh's in Chefter ; is written upon parchment ; 
and contains the Evidences of their Endowments, Copies of 
legal Proceedings out of Plea Rolls, their ſeveral tranſactions, 
and other authentic notices concerning this venerable Mo- 


naſtery. It is now very carefully preſerved in the Archives 
of the Dean and Chapter. 


Partly coeval with this Record, is a remarkable Manu- 


ſcript, frequently quoted under the Title of Annales Ce/- 


trienſes, or the Cheſter Annals. The Author of this Manu- 


ſcript is unknown. It conſiſts of Annals from the Birth of 


Chriſt to the Year 1255; and particularly recites many 


There is alſo in the Keeping of the King's Remembrancer, an ancient Mif- 


* 


La 


cellany of ſeveral notable Treatiſes; which volume is commonly cited an 
called by the name of Liver ruber Scaccariz, or, the Ned Book of the Exch-quer. 
« The Collector of the treatiſes in this book, is reaſonably thought by Mr. Madoy, 
to have been Alexander de Swereford, Archdeacon of Shrewſbury, and an officer 
in the Exchequer in the latter end of the reign of Henry the Second.“ 

Pp. Nicholſon's Hiſt. Libr, edit. 1714, p. 213. 


Hiſtorical 
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Hiftorical Circumſtances relative to Cheſter, with the res 
nowned Acts of its Great Monarch, the famous Eart 
Randal. | 


This Monarch, Randal the Third, ſurnamed Blundeville“, 
you, my dear Friend, perfectly know, was as celebrated in- 
his time, as any of the Seven Champions of Chriſtendom. 
And what is more, the famed ſtory of his Atchievements, 
is as much founded in Truth, as that of the others is in Fa- 
ble.--- Robert Sangland, or John Malverne-- for the Author 
is uncertain -- gives us a pointed Inſtance in what manner this 
mighty Earl was made the principal Hero of the Rhimes of 
thoſe Days. He introduces an ignorant Monk attempting 
to chant Maſs, and giving this excuſe for his utter inability ; 


% I can not the Pater Noſter, as the Prieſt it ſingeth ; 
„ But I can Rimes of Robin Hood, and Randal of Cheſter. 
« But of our Lord and our Lady I lerne nothing at all. 


Next to the Chefter Annals, in point of Time, is a Ziftory 
of the Earldom of Cheſter, collected by Archbiſhop Parker; 
and depoſited with his other Literary Treaſures in Bennet- 
College Library. The Title of it 1s--* de Succeſſione Co- 
* mituum Ceſtriz, a Hugone Lupo ad Johannem Scoticum.” 
And it is ſo far faithful to its Title, as to contain the Hiſ- 


* He was the Sixth Earl, or Monarch of Cheſter. 
* Mathew Parker was conſecrated Archbiſhop of Canterbury Dec. 17, 1559. 


tory 
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tory and Atchievements of our Seven Cefrian Monarchs. Of 
this whole number how pleaſing is it to reffect, that, agree- 
able to the genius and the manners of thoſe Times, they 
were all of them patterns of Military Proweſs ! And in reſ- 
pect of Acts of real Munificence, every ſingle Monarch at- 
chieved * Imperial Works and worthy Kings.“ -The 
great Selden quotes this manuſcript in his Tiles of Honour, 
under the character of the o/d Hiftory of the Earldom of 


Cheſter." | 


If we are obliged however to the venerable Abbey of St. 
Werburgh's for the Red Book ; we are equally indebted to it 
for a learned Member of that Society, by the name of 
Henry BrapsHaw. A ſenſe of Gratitude to the Charitable 
Inſtitution that gave him bread, produced a Poem in Ho- 
nour of the tutelary Saint, to whom his Abbey was dedicated. 
Webb, in King's Vale-Royal, quotes ten ſtanzas of 
his Verſes, and calls him“ our beſt Antiquary”.* And 
Fuller, in his Worthies of England, gives us the following 
account of him“ Henry Bradſhaw was born in the City 


« of Cheſter, and lived therein a Bened:&ine. He was a 
e diligent Hiſtorian ; having written no bad Chronicle, and 


1 Page 729. 
Pat 2d. page 23, line 16, and pages q, 11, 25, 31, 32. 
F « another 
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another Book, of the Life of Si. IWerburgh. He flou- 
« riſhed about the year 1513. 


The Chronicle, my dear Friend, referred to by Fuller, 
has this Title De Antiquitate et Magnificentid Urbis Ceſtriæ; 
of the Antiquity and Magnificence of the City of Cheſter,--- 
But I muſt not conceal my doubts from you, that this Chro- 
nicle of Bradſhaw's, and his Life of St. Werburgh, are in 
reality one and the ſame Work. John Pits, in his account 
of this Writer, tells us“ that he is apt to believe his for- 
© mer labours were all ſwallowed up by another Work, 
« His Life of St. Werburgb, which is {till to be found in 
<« ſeveral of our Libraries*.” And it ſomething remarkable, 
that if theſe two were diſtin& Works, neither Leland nor 
Webb ſhould quote his Chronicle, though ſo expreſsly to 
their purpoſe; whereas each of them gives us large Extracts 
from his Life of St. Werburgh.3 The one of theſe Writers 
too was the Cotemporary of Bradſhaw ; the other his Fellow 
Citizen, and of the ſame Century.---But whether theſe 
writings are the ſame, or diſtin, Works; can your Hil- 
toric Enquiries inform mehere theſe manuſcripts, “ ſtil} 
remaining in ſeveral of our Libraries,” are in this age to be 


Page 290. 
Pits de Angl. Scriptor. page 690. 
3 King ut Supra. —Leland Collectan. Vol. ii, page 58, 
diſcovered 
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diſcovered? For it is moſt certain, they are neither in the 
Oxford nor the London Muſeum; neither do they lie con- 
cealed in that Mine of Learning, the Bodleian Library. 


The remains of Bradſhaw's Religious Aſylum might be 
reaſonably ſuppoſed to have afforded them a ſafe protection 
under its venerable roof; if the library of the Dean and 
Chapter had not been ineffectually ranſacked for this pur- 
poſe. The ingenious Author of the Britiſh Topography 
hath indeed told us -“ That Bradſhaw's Life in Verſe of 
<« the glorious Virgin St. Werburgh was printed at London 
« in Quarto 1521. But I fear it was a Life of this glo- 
rious Virgin, compoſed by ſome inferior Author; and not 
the famous one in Metre of her grateful Votary, Henry 
Bradſhaw. My Reaſons are---that the æra of its publica- 
tion 1521, is nearly coeval with the very æra of its exiſ- 
tence. And beſides, this circumſtance is not only unknown 
to all our Writers, but the very inquiſitive and very intelligent 


Biſhop Nicholſon ſpeaks of it, as Vill unpubliſhed, in the 
improved edition of his Hiſtorical Library, 17145. 


It is however certainly true, that many parts of this cele- 
brated Poem have frequently been tranſcribed by its fond 
adinirers. And particularly I have in my poſſeſſion ſeveral 


Page 119. 


Page 11. 
of 
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of the digjecti Membra Poetz, He writ in Stanzas of ſe- 
ven verſes each; frequently adding a couplet to the ſtanza, 
in order to round the period, and to complete the ſenſe. 
As a ſample of his Rhime---accept the Grand Charter of 
William the Conqueror to his nephew Hugh Lupus ; by 
which he inveſted him with the Seignory and the Monarchy 
of Cheſter. And indulge me a few Obſervations upon this 
moſt extenſive Act of Royal Munificence : not that theſe 
Obſervations can inform a mind like your's ; but as this ce- 
lebrated Charter formed the baſis of our Exclufrve Rights, 
and conſtituted the grand Ara of our Cheſhire Empire. 


THE ROYAL CHARTER OF THE CHESHIRE EMPIRE, 
IN OLD ENGLISH METRE. 


« The King gave to him for his Inheritance 
© The County of Cheſter with its Appurtenance— 
„By Victory to win the aforeſaid Earlidome, 
« Freely to govern it as by Conqueſt-Right ; 
Made a ſure Charter to Him and his Succeſſion, 
„ By the Sword of Dignity to hold it with Might, 
«© And to call a Parliament at his Will and Sight, 
1 To order his Subjects after true Juſtice, 
* As a perpotent Prince, and Statutes to deviſe. 


6% By Virtue of this Grant --- fays the Great Antiquary 
Camden! ---Cheſhire enjoyed all Sovereign FJuriſdifion 


* Camden's Britannia, vol. i, page 662. 
within 
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ce within its own precincts. And that, in ſo high a degree, 
« that the ancient Earls had Parliaments of their own Ba- 
rons, and Tenants ; and were not obliged by the En9/1/þ 
« Acts of Parliament. Theſe high, and otherwiſe unac- 
« countable Juriſdictions, were thought neceſſary upon the 
Marches, and borders of the Kingdom ; as inveſting the 
governors of thoſe provinces with DiFatorial Power, and 
enabling them more effectually to ſubdue the common 
enemies of the Nation.”---And agreeable to theſe high 
powers, when the ſtyle in all legal proceedings of the Courts 
at Weſtminſter ran, Contra Coronam et Dignitatem Regis ; in 


our County Palatine theſe p/eas were conſtantly expreſſed 
contra Dignitatem Gladii Ceſiriæ. | 


CC. 


cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


This famous Sword of Dignity is ftill remaining in the 
Britiſh Muſeum. It is in length about four feet; and i 
unweildy, as to be brandiſhed with great difficulty by a very 
ſtrong man with both his hands. The blade is two-cdged, and 


has this inſcription immediately beneath the hilt---Hugo 


x Every Baron had four Eſquires, every Eſquire had one Gentleman, and 
every Gentleman one Valet for their Attendants—FErdeſwicke”s Manuſcripts. 

The Barons too had their free Courts for all pleas and ſuits, except thoſe belong- 
ing to the dignity of the Earls Sword; and they had power of Life and Death. 
The laſt inſtance of this power was exerted in the perſon of Hugh Stringer, who 


was tried for murther in the Baron of Kinderton's Court, and executed 1 597, the 
39th of- Queen Elizabeth. 
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Comes Ceſtriæ; the hilt itſelf is decorated with pearls. 
But as a draught of it would have fhamed all deſcription ; 
you muſt blame an ingenious Artiſt, for not having executed 
in proper time a deſigned engraving, from a very elegant 


drawing in my poſſeſſion. 


But before I conclude this article of Hugh Lupus s Char- 
ter, permit me to remind you, that the ſurname of one of 
his firſt Barons, and the lineal dignity of another,* is ſtill 
preſerved in the Right Honourable George Venables Vernon, 
Lord Vernon, Baron or KINDDERTON. And however light 


our Cheſhire Honours may appear at preſent ; yet I am 


ſure your good ſenſe cannot avoid remarking---that while 
Lord Vernon enjoys his Modern Honours in common with 
many of his Peers; with regard to his ancient Barony of 
Kinderton, he is moſt honourably and ſingularly Peerleſs. 


This digreſſion, my dear Friend, from the account of 
our Hiſtorical Collectors, I am afraid you will imagine to 


* Ricardus de Vernon Baro de Shipbrok, —Gilbertus Venables Baro de Kin— 
derton, Whoſe direct lineal deſcendant, Peter Venables, Baron of Kinderton, 
died without iſſue male towards the concluſion of the laſt century. His dow- 
ager, the Baroneſs of Kinderton, ſurvived him to the year 1717; and they both 
He buried in the ſame grave in the chancel of the church of Middlewich.—The 


preſent George Venables Vernon, Lord Vernon, Baron of Kinderton, is a lineal 
deſcendant by the female fide, | 
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be tedious. But I have ſo frequently hazarded the ſeem- 
ingly pompous expreſſion, of the---Monaxcuy, and the 
Emrirt of ChEsHIRE ; that unleſs I had produced ſome au- 
thentic vouchers for the truth and propriety of this expreſ- 
ſion, I might have appeared rather to have written with the 


bombaſt of Bays in the Rehearfal, than to have preſerved 
the grave fidelity of a Relater of Facts. 
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I ſhall now therefore proceed with my Sketch of the Ma- 

zerials, tor a future Hiſtory of our Important County ; and 

| ſhall endeavour to preſent you with a chronological ſeries of 

thoſe Literary Sons of our Mater alma Ceftrienfis---it you 

1 will allow me this expreſſion of filial Fondneſs---who have 
1 reflected Honour upon their native ſoil, by ſtudiouſly pre- 
} ſerving any memorials of her ancient glory.---And in the 
firſt place, let me here commemorate the laudable example 
of WiLLiam ALDERsSEy, Mayor of Cheſter in 1560: Who 
finding the liſt of his predeceſſors in that office to be moſt 
exceedingly defective and confuſed, ordered a mew and exact 
Arrangement of them to be made, with infinite pains, fidelity, 
and expence. We may eaſily judge how corrupt and im- 
perfect their regiſters were before; when the name of lang 
dle Whetley never once occurred in them, though he had 
ſerved the office of Mayor at leaſt in jour ſeveral periods of 
x time. And indeed the very great and material difference 
= that 
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that appears in the ſeparate Lifts e, theſe Magiſtrates, 
given us by Smith and Webb - our next collectors - is a 


plain indication of the extreme corruption that had vitiated 
and defaced their Journals. 


Our next Hiſtorical Collectors, as I have juſt mentioned 
to you, were two {Vatives of Cheſhire, WILLIAu Smiry 


and WILLIAu WEBB; who gleaned up their celebrated 
Memorials of the ancient Glory of our Palatinate almoſt two 


hundred years ago. Though their labours have been con- 
ſecrated to poſterity hand in hand", yet Smith is rather 
prior to // ebb in point of time. He was a Purſuivant at 
Arms, by the ſtyle and title of Rouge Dragon; and appears 
to have made his collections about the year 1590. A copy 
of theſe Collections was entruſted to the faithful preſerva- 


tion of Sir Ranulph Crew, Knt. Lord Chief Juſtice of the 


Court of King's Bench; and the attentive regard of Mr. 
Ranulph Crew, his Lordſhip's grandſon, for the honour of 
learning, and his native County, reſcued this copy from its 
not diſhonourable concealment, into that diſtinguiſhed ſtation 
which it has fince enjoyed.---William Smith's literary and 
antiquarian aſſociate, William Webb, had a learned educa- 


tion in our celebrated Univerſity of Oxford; where he took 


Their united labours, form the Bulk of King's Vale-Royal, publiſhed in Folio. 
1636. by 
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the regular degree of Maſter of Arts'. He had always a 
turn and paſſion for Letters; though the - Res anguſta 
Domi -- the narrowneſs of his circumſtances, obliged him to 
ſubmit to the diſagreeable drudgery of being many 
years clerk in the Mayor's Court at Cheſter ; and in 
the year 1615, he ſerved the office of Under-Sheriff to 
Sir Richard Lea, of Lea and Dernhale, Knt. At this 
time he was between fifty and ſixty years of age; and 
moſt probably made his Collections ſome where about 1600. 
Very fortunately ſor the public, theſe Collections, like thoſe 
of Smith's, were reſcued from their concealment, by the 
favourable patronage of Sir Simon Archer, of Tamworth in 
the County of Warwick, Knt. a great admirer of our Na- 
tional Antiquities. 


But before I finally take my leave of our two preſent 
Collectors, I muſt communicate an anecdote to you about 
William Webb, which is much to his credit as a writer; 
and yet is almoſt obſcured with the Mantle of Oblivion.--- 
It you ever attended, my dear Friend, to the ſtile of his 
Itinerary through the ſeveral Hundreds, you will obſerve a 
Poetic Manner in his Diction. In one place he favours us 


* [ have very great reaſon to believe he was a Member of our then newly founded 
College of Brazen-Nole, But the printed Catalogues of our Oxford Graduates, 


go no bigher than 1659. 
EL with 
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with the concluſion of an encomium upon Sir Hugh Chol- 
mondeley in Latin and Engliſh verſe, and in another with 
ſome ſtanzas upon a grandſon of Sir John Savage ; both 
compoſitions profeſſedly his own. . But I dare engage, you 


are entirely ignorant, that this ſaid William Webb, © here- 


c tofore a clerk in the Mayor's Court at Cheſter, and ſome 
« time Under-Sherift to Sir Richard Lea,” hath left us in 
Print, a very pleaſing, ingenious, and ſenſible account of the 
beauties and defects of Engliſh poetry' ; which he compoſed 
ſoon after he had taken his regular degree of Maſter of Arts, 


Having mentioned the benevolent hands that reſcued 


theſe periſhing memorials from oblivion; I ought not 


to conceal from you, that DANIEL Kins, a native of our 
Palatinate, was the perſon they made choice of to give 
them birth. King had travelled into foreign parts; where 
he acquired the ingenious accompliſhments of engraving 
and ſurveying. And by the help of theſe, his acquired ta- 
lents, he has embelliſhed his Work with a variety of uſe- 
ful, curious, and ornamental Sculptures.---A cotemporary 


writer pays him this compliment upon his creative and pre- 
ſerving talent of engraving—“ That in proceſs of time, he 


The title runs thus: A Diſcourſe of Engliſh Poetry: together with the 
% Author's Judgement touching the Reformation of our Engliſh Verſe. —By 
William Webb, Graduate.—Imprinted it London, by John Charlewood, 
* Quarto, 1586.” 


«© hoped 
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« hoped Daniel King might outſtrip the piety of king Ed- 
« gar; erecting more Abbies in braſs, than this Monarch 
ce did in fone; though he is ſaid to have built as many as 
« there were days in the year.” And he concludes with this 
encomium in metre--- 


C Kincus CesTRENSt, CESTRENSIS-PATRIA KINco, 
* Lucem, alternatim, debet ulerque ſuam. 


© CHESHIRE TO Kino, and King To CHESHIRE, owes 
His Light , ſince each receives, what each beſtorus," 


But after all theſe extravagant encomiums, if the O4/e- 
zric Hand of Daniel King had reduced the unformed Em- 
brio-Colleions of Smith and Webb, into ſome regula- 


rity of form and ſhape; by reducing the two parts into a 


methodical ſeries of hiſtory---this publication might have 
reflected rays of ſplendor upon our illuſtrious County. 
Whereas KINd's-VaLE-Roval, in its preſent ſtate of confu- 
ſion, notwithſtanding its pompors title, and notwithſtanding 
it ſells for four guineas, is neither more nor leſs than what I 
have already told you---a mere farra2go of valuable mate- 
rials. And, what is worſe for the public, he has not only 


tranſpoſed ſome parts of the original labours of his two Au- 


thors, but he has publiſhed from a very defective copy; ſince 
I have in my poſſeſſion an AurHEN TIC Manuscrier of this 


1 Fuller's Worthies of England, page 184. 


Work, 
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Work, infinitely more full, and more exact, than even the 
printed Book of Daniel King.“ 


Upon this laſt article, my dear Friend, I have rather 
been diffuſively minute; eſpecially too, as the memorials of 
our Palatinate already publiſhed are no part of my profeſſed 
deſign in this Letter. But ſince the whole merit of theſe two 
d:ſerving Collectors has been entirely abſorbed by the infi- 
nitely % meritorious name of Kina ; I was willing to preſerve 
ſome Anecdotes, of one of them at leaſt, not generally known. 
And I was befides defirous of pointing out a much more 
correct, and much more improved edition of this Work 
FH the Great Engliſh Blood of Cheſhire chief of Menſhould have 
unhappily contracted thoſe infirmities of old age,* as to have 


Sir William Dugdale is ſo far from paſſing any extravagant encomiums. 
upon our publiſher and country man, King; that he calls him a meſt ignorant, 
filly knave. But I hope the worthy Knight means Ave, in the antiquated Eng- 
lim ſenſe of, fellow, or ſervant, The old Engliſh tranſlation of the Bible has, 
« Paul the knave of Jeſus Chriſt.” And if we may believe the beſt commenta- 
tors upon Virgil, this correct Poet uſes the Latin word, far, in the Precilc ſenſe 


of our antiquated word, knave— 


Quid Domini facient, audent cum talia Fures ? 
Ecloga iii. ver. 16, 


3 


Hebet Sanguis, frigentque eſſætæ in Corpore Vires, 
Virg. En. v. ver. 395. 


ren- 


2 — Gelidus, tardante ſenectäà, 
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Bren en cold and indifferent to ſuch a future Hiſtory 
of their PLATIN ATR, as may in ſome meaſure be equal 


to the grandeur of the deſign, and to the illuſtrious ſubject 
it is to treat of. 


But now I have taken my leave of this famous Literary 
Triumvirate--I ſcarcely know where to turn myſelf. For 
the example and encouragement of our great Antiquaries, 
Campen, Corrox, and SyrLMAN, had raiſed ſuch an en- 
thuſiaſtic paſſion for the ſtudy of our Antiquities about this 
ra- that, with your leave, I might almoſt venture to 
call it the Auguſtan Age of Antiquarian Writers. And in- 
deed, ſeveral of thoſe I am now going to commemorate, 
were rather Cotemporaries to our laſt ColleQors, and to 
each other; than by any means capable of being reduced to 
a regular ſeries of Chronological Succeſſion. 


Coeval then with the preceding, was Lauzznce BosToks ; 
or, as he uſually ſtiled himſelf, fron the place of his birth, 
and habitation--de Bo/oke."--- This local name having diſ- 
tinguiſhed one of the firſt families in the County.---The 
materials he has left behind him are extremely valuable 


x « The river Dan then runs by Boſtock ; the ancient ſeat of the noble and 
« knightly family of the Boſtocks. Whoſe vaſt eſtates paſſed to John Savage, 
*« by a marriage with Anne, grand-daughter of Sir Adam de Beſtock, Knight.” 
—Camden”s Britan. vol. i. page 677.— Laurence always ſpelt his name Boſtoke. 


I and 
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and are contained in one Folio Volume, cloſely written, 
in 2 very bad hand. The Articles are Miſcellaneous ; 
Deſcents, Pedigrees, Motes of Families, Extracts from old 
Deeds and Records ; and; what is above all, an accurate Vi- 
firation of moſt of our Churches before that ſacrilegious Deftruc- 
tion in the Civil War. Whatever was remarkable here, he 
has attempted to delineate, But he was a bad draughtſman; 


and though his deſigns may be faithful repreſentations, yet 
they are by no cans the Work of any Artiſt. 


Cotemporary with Laurence de Boftoke was Saur sox Ex- 
DESWICKE 3 Who about the year I553 laid the foundations 
of his future learning in a College at Oxford, which, you 
and I, ſhall always remember with refpe& and veneration. 
Properly ſpeaking, he is the great Antiquary of Stafford. 
ſhire; not barely as being a native, but as having princi- 
pally collected for that County. The ſurvey of this, his 
native ſoil, has appeared in print; with an account of 
 Beeſton Caſtle in Cheſhire, annexed to it. But that he de- 
ſigned us larger views, he himſelf aſſures us; and that in 
part he executed theſe views, the collections he has left be- 
hind him amply teſtify. In his printed ſurvey, he thus ex- 
preſſes himſelf to a friend Having diſpoſed with myſelf 
to take a further view of the ſhires of Stafford and Che- 
e ſhire, according to mißt ; T have ſet down what I 

% have 
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31 
« have found, or can yet learn.”---And theſe Chefhire Diſ- 
coveries, or at leaſt part of them, are ſtill preſerved in two 
pretty thick quarto, and two octavo manuſcripts. The 
contents of theſe volumes, like thoſe of Laurence Boſtoke, 
are miſcellaneous. They are Deſcents, Pedigrees, Notes 
of Families, a Villare of the whole County, the Names of 
all thoſe who held in Capite, with the ancient Revenue of the 
Palatinate ; and, to crown alla variety of Extras from 
ancient Charters, relative to the ſeveral Grants of Maxors ; 
to which he has affixed very fair draughts of an infinite num- 
ber of CURIOUS SEALS. 


But having mentioned the Vur/ng-College that ſupplied 
Erdeſwicke with the Milh of polite Literature -- will you 
permit me to give you an Anecdote, of the firſt Exiftence 


of our Literary Parent; which--agreeable to a former ex- 


preſſion- is entirely obſcured by the Mantle of Oblivion, 
even within the circle of her own family ® The founders of 
Bragen-Moſe College, you know, were WILLIAu SMITH, Bi- 
ſhop of Lincoln, and Sir Ricyarp Sur TON. T he latter of 
whom could pride himſelf with William of Wickham", that 
if he was not himſelf a man of learning, he was determined 
to be the Mears of inſtilling it into others. And indeed the 
ſeveral Preſervers of the ancient Glory of our Palatinate, 


Founder of New College Oxcord. 


whom 
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1 — = \ 


whom I am now commemorating z. and, who were che: 
ACADEMICAL Sons of Science, imbibed the elements of polite: 
Literature, in this our venerable Seminary, equally with 
Sampſon Erdeſwicke. The anecdote, then is this ; that 
the Biſhop ſngly formed the Deſign, and Plan of our much- 
reſpected College. But, upon exchanging this tranſitory for 
an immortal Life, ſoon after he had laid the foundations of 
it; he entruſted the final Completion of his grand Intentions . 
to his Executor Sir Richard Sutton. Who, with the 
enlarged ſoul of a Man of Cheſhire, faithfully executed his. 
truſt, by at leaſt doub/ing the Biſhop's bounty. And by 
this act of magnificence has given riſe to the following 


Addreſs in verſe, from the Suppoſed piety of his adopted 
child--- 


« Begun by One, but finiſhed by 18 ; 

4% Sun rox he was my Narſe; but Smirny my Mother, 
« Or if the phraſe more proper ſeem, ſay rather 

* That SUTTON was my Guardian, SMITH my Father. 


& *Cauſe 


z % Tn the hundred of Macclesfield lies Sutton: which gave name, and hath 
continued to be the ſeat of a family of great worth and worſhip, the Suttoxs. 
Of this houſe of Sutton, was that ever famous knight, and great patron of 
% earning, Sir RicHARD SUTTON, one of the founders of the famous College 
« of Brazen- Neſe in Oxford. Where, by his bounty, much of our Cheſbire- 
«« youth receive moſt worthy education in all good learning and true religion.“ 


Vale-Royal, part zd. page 86, 
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„ *Cauſe equal Kindneſs they to me expreſt, 

„ Better I neither love; or, both the bet. 

„If Both they may be call'd, who had One will , 
„What One deſgn'd, the Other did fu{f/!. 


The warm feelings of your own heart will, I know, for- 
give me theſe ſuppoſed over-flowings of filial Fondneſs from 
our honoured College, to her Munifcent and Literary-Pa- 


rents. And I muſt be loſt myſelf to every tender, and every 
refined emotion if the incſtimable Benefits of an ingenuous 


education did not bind me, by all the ties of gratitude, to 
commemorate the liberality of thoſe hands, which have dealt 
out to me theſe ineſtimable Benefits. Neither, I am ſure, 
will the Men of Cheſbire imagine any pious Memorials of Sir 
Richard Sutton, foreign to the Deſign of a Hiſtory of their 
County. Since his foſtring © Bounty daily contributes to the 
{© Inſtruction of many of their Cheſhire Youth, in all good 
ce learning, and true religion.” And, as I have already hinted, 
he has more particularly been the Means of training up 


in the Groves of Science, every Acaptmical P, er ver of 
the ancient Glory of their Palatinate. 


7 Fuller's Worthies of England, page 182; who ſays, he received his intelli. 
gence from his good Friend, Dr. YaTzs, Principal of Brazen-Noſe,”—A 


Cheſhire Man of ſuch Munificence, as to have deſerved from his Society the 
Epithet of—TzerT1vus, ſanlum non, FUNDATOR. 


2 - nter Silvas Academi quarere Verum, Hon. 


= To 
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To proceed then in my Chronological Series With Erde/- 
| wicke and Boſtock, Rates STarxIE was Cotemporary ; of 
| the family of the Starbies of Stretton; a STATESMAN, a Poxr, 
and an AnTiQuary., His two firſt characters do not ſo im- 
mediately concern us; though, what can be a ftronger evi- 
dence of the powers of the human mind, than to ſee the 
abilities of a Burleigh, a Spencer, and a Camden, all united 
in the ſame perſon !---The Antiquarian Collections of his, 
{till remaining, are the following : Kolle of Cheſhire Fami- 
lies, 1395; a Book of Alphabetical References to theſe Rolls; 
and a Book of References to Mr. Erdefwicke's Cheſhire Manu- 
ſcripts. He has beſides given us, all the Rovar GRANTS of | 
our PALATINATE-IMMUNIT1ES; and an exat? Account of all f 
the Imports and Exports from the Harbour of Cheſter, during 
Hive years of the Reign of Queen Elizabeth," with the Amount E 
of the Revenue ariſing from theſe Port Duties.---His Legacy, 
however, of Cheſhire Collections, would certainly have been . 
more extenſive, if the jealouſy of James the Firſt had not 
iſſued a Warrant for the ſeizure of all Mr. Starkie's State 
Papers ; and, amongſt theſe, many of his Antiquarian ones 
periſhed, Sir Thomas Wilſon, Secretary of State, who ex- 
ecuted this Warrant, certifies the ſeizure of ſo large a number 
as 45 Pacquets of Mr. Starkie's Papers. 


From the 20th, to the 26th. 
2 Auguſt 14th, 1619. 
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You will naturally remark the very particular number 
that was certified. But theſe hackneyed Figures, my dear 
Friend, had not at that time been elevated above the inno- 
cent Infignificance of their Peers, by the unhappy Lunacy of 
Party, and that Diſtraction of the Times which is fo greatly 
to be lamented. Whether you remark it, however, or not, 
as I have mentioned our Antiquary in wo of his ſuperior 
characters, permit me to ſpeak of him in his third; and to 
give you a ſingle ſtanza from his hiſtorical, political, and 
moral Poem, addreſſed to his miſtreſs, Queen Elizabeth? 
The principal ſubject is the melancholy reign of Edward 
the Second; whoſe Ghoſt is ſuppoſed to recount his feveral 


misfortunes in 581 ſtanzas--- 


« Why, ſhou'd a waſted fpirit ſpent in woe, 
<« Diſcloſe the wounds receiv'd within his breaſt 9 
* Ist not enough, that Fortune praves his Foe, 
In whoſe ſad frowns is folded his un- reſt? 
* Igt not enough, to know himſelf diſtreſt ?— 
« Oh! no; ſurcharged hearts muſt needs complain : 
Some Eaſe it is, though ſmall, to tell our Pain,” 


have given you this ſpecimen diveſted of its antiquated 
ſpelling. And I muſt not conceal from you, for the honour 
of our Antiquary, that this Poem has, in one Inſtance, been 


attributed to the great Spencer, It is mentioned with a 


_ perhaps ; 


s / 
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perhaps; but it is moſt untruly conjectural, The Poem is 
in Mr: Starkie's own hand writing; it has never been even 
; [armiſed as Spencer's, by the ſeveral writers of his Lite 3 
and a copy of it is now exiſting, with a variety of alterations 
and additions, to move the compaſſion of James the Firſt. 
The Author ſtiles himſelf, Infortunio :---as being the unfor- 
tunate Ralfe Starkie, that in 1619 had unhappily incurred 
the difpleaſure of this jealous monarch 3 who aſcended the EX 
Throne of England at leaft four years after the death of E- 
Edmund Spencer, which happened about 1588. 


Pate, Sor 


Rartrs STARKEY, you will find to be a name favourable 
to our Antiquities. For I have now in my own poſſeſſion, 
a very curious Her ALDTICAL ManuscrieT, formed from all the 
Vifitations then in Being; with fair draughts of old Seals, 
Coats, Arms, and Devices. In the firſt page is the follow- 
ing Remark “ This Book is augmented in very many 
e places out of Mr. Sampſon Erdeſwicke, Moth, and other 
good Gatherings, by me Ralfe S:arkey of London, mer- 
e chant ; ſecond ſon of John Starkey of Oltone, in the 
« County of Cheſter, Eſqr. 1610---A lineal deſcent of 
which family has been left us by his name-ſake, he Anti- 
guary, under the deſcription of the family of Starkey of 
Darley, or Olton-Lowe." Re” 


ee I NE LS ee 


EEE 6 
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x © Starkies is at Dorle, a v miles from Northwich, a ſcant mile from 
« Oldeton, and a 3 miles from Vale-Royal,”——Leland's Itin. vol, vii. p. 32. 
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The next Collector, is, RocgR Wirtcoxon, a Member of 
the College of Arms; who has left us two accurate manu- 
ſcripts in folio, relative to the HERALDpICAL Hisrory os 
CresnIre. He compiled theſe volumes from every authen- 
tic Voucher, and every original Record, he could have re- 
courſe to. And, in order to illuſtrate theſe his Genealogical 
Tables, be has preſerved a great variety of Ingquiſitions poſt 
mortem, Draughts of Arms in our ancient Manſions, and of 
Seals appendant to old Deeds; with many remarkable Extracts 
| from the private Evidences of Families.---But all theſe ſeveral 
| delineations are executed with ſuch an elegance and 
| exactneſs, as characterize Mr. Wilcoxon a complete 
draughtſman ; and I ſpeak this with the more confidence, 
becauſe the larger of the two volumes is now in my poſſeſ- 
ſion. 


eee WEL FC, a ,,, 


. # þ : 3 * 83 
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Our ſucceeding, or rather fi cotemporary, Collectors 
form a family Harmonic-Zrio; a father, ſon, and grandſon, 
of the ſurname of CHALONRER, and of the ſeveral Chriſtian 
names, Tnouas, Jacos, and James. Thomas was an 
Arms-painter in Cheſter about 1594; he knew the value of 
learning ſufficiently to give his ſon a better education than he 
had received himſelf. And this ſon followed the ſame oc- 
cupation in Cheſter, and made Collections, about the year 
1620. But it was James, the grandſon, who reflected the 

L greateſt 
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| greateſt credit upon his family, by a very conciſe, accurate, and 
ſenſible account of the Iſle of Man, printed at the end of King's- 
Vale-Royal in 1656. He laid the foundations of a learned 
education in our much-honoured College ; and- when the 
parliament inveſted Lord Fairfax with the ſeignory of Man, 
he was one of his Lordſhip's three Commiſſioners for 
ſettling the affairs of that iſland. 


The ANTIQUARIAN COLLECTIONS of all three are valuable. But 
if a drop of water bears no proportion to the great ocean, it 
is not to be wondered at, that they ſhould be included and 
loſt in the immenſity of that collection which follows. 
This too was formed by another family Harmonic-Trio ; a 
father, ſon, and grandſon, of the ſurname of Horus or 
Hortmss, and all three of the Chriſtian name of RAN DAL. 
Take them for all in all, they were perhaps three of the moſt 
extraordinary, and the moſt pains-taking men that ever 
exiſted. Though of the ſame occupation with the Chaloners, 
they lived in the utmoſt degree of amity with them. Though 
in rather low circumſtances, they received the greateſt 


marks of honour and reſpe& | from their fellow citizens. 


1 Randal Holmes, the elder, was Mayor of Cheſter in 1633 ; and had the pe- 
culiar felicity of ſeeing his ſon Sheriff the ſame year, Randal, the ſon, was Mayor | 
in 1643 and hath left ſpeeches upon record, both on his entering into office, 
and on his quitting it. Randal, the grandſon, was Sheriff of Cheſter in 170g. 
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And though untinctured almoſt with letters, they have 
left the moſt noble Collection of Antiquarian Learning, for 
one ſingle County, ever formed by Man.---To particulariſe 
this collection, would be writing a volume, rather than a 
letter. Suffice it, my dear Friend, to tell you, that their 
'Erreraxy Lapours for our Palatinate only, exceed the almoſt 
incredible number of 268 LANE Vorunes.---A collection of 
this nature is rather ſuired ro a geucral Topugraphical Hiſtory 
of all England, than to one ſingle County. And amidſt this im- 
menſe Literary Variety--this dubia cena of Antiquarianiſm,-- 
it would really have been diſtreſſing to have ſelected materi- 
als, if two Mames of great Learning and Abilities, had not 
already exerted themſelves, in forming a very ſenſible and ac- 
curate Epitome of this Collection. 


The firſt was a phyſician; Dr. EDwWanDU Williamson. Who 
has digeſted the effence of this vaſt maſs into a regular Com- 
fend, under the title of VII LARE CxsrRIENSE. It is firſt 
of all ranged under the geueral hcad of Hundreds, and then 
under the leſſer one of Pariſhes. And whatever is curious 

and intelligent in the original papers, has been carefully 
preſerved by the abridger in a very thick quarto volume. 
The other Epitomizer was a divine; Dr. Frxaneis GasTREL, 
Canon of Chriſt Church, in Oxford, and Biſhop of our Dio- 
ceſe of Cheſter. A name, great in the knowledge of 
Theology 
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Theology, and of our national Antiquities. His abridge- 
ment is ſtiled Norrria CesTamens!s. But the. arrangement 
of this Notitia, is rather an Ecclefraſtical, than a Civil one. 
i It relates to the whole Dioceſe ; is divided under the gene- 
4 f ral head of Archdeaconries, the leſſer one of Deanries, and 
| the ſtill leſs diviſion of Pariſhes. Great, however, as the 
| | merit of his Lordſhip was, it has been rendered {till greater, 
in being the happy, aud the fortunate inſtrument of pre- 
Il | ſerving theſe invaluable papers. The executors of Randal 


iq | Holmes, the grandſon, offered them in fale to the Corpo- 
ration of Chefter. But as the treaſury here, I fuppoſe, was 
Þ not rich; they might perhaps have gone into the market, 

| to have embalmed even frankincenſe and odours, it his Lord- 
ſhip had not purchaſed them for the noble library of the 
then Earl of Oxford ; and, eventually, for the mighty emolui· 
ment of the . 


Now we are ſpeaking of Biſhops of Cheſter, I muſt remind 
you of Two; who, by their Collections, have been or- 
naments to the ſee. Dr. JohN] BripGeMan in 1619, and 

Dr. NichoLAs STRATFORD in 1689. The firſt hath left be- 
hind him, a very accurate Account of the Revenues and Eu- 
dowments of the Church, in a large folio volume ; which 


* Deferor in Vicum, vendentem Thus et Odores. Hon. 
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goes under the title of Brswoy BatDdGEMaAN's LEDGER And 
he drew up a moſt excellent ſcheme for the revival of Ec- 
eleſiaſtical Diſcipline and Order in his Dioceſe ; after that 
ſcene of anarchy and confuſion which had been occafioned 
by the civil wars.---The ColleQions of the other conſiſt of 
Original Letters; which demonſtrate his Lordſhip to have 
been a man of conſummate buſineſs, candour, judgement, and 
reſolution. We are indebted for their preſervation to the 
care of that. great Antiquary, Biſhop Tanner ;' and I an 
happy in having a tranſcript of them in my poſſeſſion. 


For the ſake of arranging theſe three ornaments of our 
Church together, I have been guilty of the Anachroniſm 
of a few years. I muſt therefore return, to celebrate the 
names of CaTHERALL, VERNON, BRERETON, Boorh, and 
As HMO LR, as Cursnike CoLLECTORS. -The family of Ca- 
therall or Caterall is of Derbyſhire; and has run through 
the - ſeveral names of Bulkeley and Bird. What has been 
left us under this family name, is compriſed in a folio vo- 
lume with the following title CarzraLL's Boox, of 


the Antiquity and Gentry of Cheſhire,” 


Mr. WILIA Vernon is one of our beſt Antiquaries. He 
lived at Shakerley in Lancaſhire, about the year 1630; 


: Thomas Tanner was conſecrated Eiſhop of St. Aſaph, Jan. 23, 1731-2. 
M but 
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but having conſiderable property at Hulme in Cheſhire, he 
collected principally for the Hizroxy of our Patartinate, 
His Books of Antiquarian ;Refearches appear, with ſome 
degree of probability, to have been ſo numerous, as to have for 
their marks of diſtinction the ſeveral letters of the alphabet. 
Liber C, D, and R, or at leaſt the ſubſtance of them, are in 
being. But whether the others are periſhed, or rather, whe- 
ther they ever exiſted, is at this time of day uncertain. --- 
The materials, that compoſe theſe remaining Books, are 
very valuable. They conſiſt of, Extracis from diverſe re- 
marlable Deeds of the ancient Earls of Chefter ; Extra#s 


from other authentic Inſtruments, and original Records; De. 


cents and Anecdotes of Families; with @ variety of curious 
Particulars relative to ſeveral Towns and Pariſhes in ths 
County. That his Intelligence, in theſe reſpects, might be 
the more accurate and complete, Mr. Vernon was indefati- 
gable in his enquiries ; and he has very gratefully preſerved 
the names of thoſe Cheſhire Gentlemen,* who favoured. him 
with any material information. 


Merburie of Merburie, Dutton of Dutton, Sir Edmund Fitton, John Mil- 
lington, Peter Daniel, William Harecourt, John Oldfield, Downes of Shrigley, 
Cotton of Cotton, Sir John Davenport, John Booth, and Henry Manwaring of 
the Tower of London. 


„ N 


1 a 4 N N . * F * 4 . * —_ " ; n * l a * 
7 Y * bo , 
*, XS — 
- > 9 
, 0 1 a 8 8 . . — d 4 bad” FRY K. 
% 7 bh N RNS be WTO N "ff 4 4 . S, mean 2 . 1 F 3 9 a - 6 N My ö 
. 4 N N 4 # 2 . 2 8 
9 hs * 3 4 Sl” 7 4 a a N E 2 F - * a 


"WR * 


_ = — — 
— — 
— — — 


— —_— = ty Ws — — = — —— 


— — 


* e 8 3 


— — _______AAltÞ...Ck 
r — e 
r 


4 
* 111 4 
. Nenne , 4,07 +» 3+. 


2 


A HISTORY OF CHESHIRE. 43, 


Sir WILIA BrertTON, of Honford, is a Collector only 
by Accident. He repreſented our County in the Long 
Parliament. And though he had been a Royal Ward, yet 
he bore arms againſt his Guardian and Sovereign, by accept- 
ing the Poſt of General of the Parliament-Forces, in 
Cheſhire, and the adjoining Counties.---My Lord Claren- 
don, in ſeveral parts of his Hiſtory, has ſtrongly and accu- 
rately marked the different Genius of the two Parties at 
that Time. The Royaliſts were open, incautious, diſſi- 
pated, and intrepid. The Parliamentarians, were cloſe, 
wary, ſober in their manners, and extremely attentive ta 
every. opportunity of advantage. Of this we have the 
ſtrongeſt proof in the JournaLs of Sir William Brereton ; a 


very accompliſhed gentleman, and, upon the whole, very 
unexceptionable in his command. There is ſcarcely a cir- 
cumſtance during the four years he was General, that he 
did not commit ta writing 3 5 and not even a ſingle letter 
appears to have been penned, of which he did not preſerve 
a copy. The fruits of this indefatigable induſtry are col- 
jected into Five Folio VoLumes ; written in a ſmall, but 
very fair hand: And I am ſufficiently happy in calling: 
myſelf the owner of theſe volumes. 


* Hiſtory of the Rebellion, 8vo. vol. iii. pag, 345. t paſſm. 


Cocyal 
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Coeval with Sir William Brereton, was Mr. Joan Boorn 
of Twamlowe ; a very intelligent, and careful ColleQor.--- 
The ſenſible Author of Bucklow Hundred had the free uſe of 
his Materials; and he has preſerved the nature of their 
contents, by making frequent references to their authority. 
In one place he calls them---* John Booth of Twamlow's, 
« Book of Pedigrees; and in another John Booth of 
« Twamlow's Book of his own Collections.”---After this 
Account of them, any thing further from my pen. becomes 
unneceſſary. And I ſhall only add, that the preſent Mr. 
Booth of Twamlowe, with a civility and an obligingneſs uſual 
to him, has promiſed me the liberal uſe of his Anceſtors 
Collections. | 

We come next to Exuas AsHMol g. A Name conſpicuous 
in the Republick of Letters; as having been the munificent 


Founder of the Muſeum at Oxford. We owe his Collec- 


tions to a Viſitation of this County by the celebrated Dug- 
dale; afterwards Sir William, and at that time Norroy 
King at Arms. The friendſhip of Aſhmole, for his future 
father-in-law, influenced him to accompany Dugdale in this 
Viſitation. And his Thirſt after Knowledge, and Antiqui- 
ties, has exerted itſelf during this Viſit, in preſerving 
a great Variety of very curious Particulars.---The Draughts 


r Page 218, line 16, g Page 257, line 31, 
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of ancient Seals, Arms, Monuments, and Feneſtral Anti- 
quities,--both cv. and sacaep—he hath bequeathed us; are 
in reality ſo many elegant pictures, as well as ſo many faith- 
ful repreſentations. And the remains of that moſt ſuperb 
manſion of the Delves's at Doddington, would have con- 
veyed to us very little idea of its ancient grandeur, if ſome 
parts of it had not till exiſted, by the means of Aſhmole's 


immortalizing pencil. 


There is a groupe, however, of noble Statues ſtill re- 
maining there, which are too ſplendidly glorious in them- 
ſelves, and too much for the honour of our Palatinate, to 
be paſſed over in ſilence. I mean thoſe of the valiant Lord 
Audley, and his four celebrated E/quiress My Lord Aud- 
ley's is moſt probably an original one; but I ſhould ſup- 
poſe the other four to be rather coeval with the zra of this 
ſuperb manſion ; the Reign of Queen Elizabeth. Theſe 
ſtatues are as large as life ; and are ſuppoſed to repreſent 
Delves of Doddington, Dutton of Dutton, Foulſhurſt of 


Crewe ', and Hawkeſton of Wrine-Hill.---Though this laſt, 


1 A very fine Altar-Tomb of Alabaſter to the Memory of a Feoulſhurſt of 
Crewe; and, Tradition ſays, — this very Faulſpurſi—is ſtill remaining in the chan- 
cel of Bartomley Church in Cheſhire. The recumbent efigy upon the tomb, 
in complete armour at full length, is viſibly of the ſame age with the 
ſtatue of Lord Audley. And to you, my Friend, pleaſed remen:brance obliges 
me to add ;—that in theſe peaceful ſhades of Bartomley, I paſſed the happy in- 
nocence of childhood, 


N as 
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as well as Lord Audley, had poſſeſſions in Staffordſhirc--- 
yet, properly ſpeaking, they were All Five, Men of Cheſhire, 
by birth, family, and inheritance. It was principally ow- 
ing to the valnp of theſe illuſtrious warriours, that our moſt 
puiſſant Hero, Edward the Black Prince, Earl of Cheſter, 
gained the immortal battle of Poictiers, in the year 1356. 
---The particulars of Lord Audley's Exploits, in that battle, 
are thus related by our Hiſtorians--- 


« But the moſt remarkable inſtance of Honour, and Va- 
jour, was the Lord James Audley ; who, having vowed 
to be the ſoremoſt of the battle, performed his word, and 
« confirmed it with many wounds; for which the Prince 
having rewarded him with five hundred marks a year, 
« Fee-Simple in England, he preſently gave it to four of 
his Eſquires, who had underweut the ſame dangers with 
« him. The Prince knowing it, aſked him---Whether he 
« did not accept his gift? He anſwered, Yes but thoje 
« Men had deſerved it as well as he had himſelf ; and had 
ce wore need of it, The Prince was pleaſed with this reply, 
« and gave him five hundred marks more; as if he reſolved, 
ce that ſo much worth ſhould not go unrewarded.'”---And 
my Lord Audley, as a further and perpetual memorial of 
their merit, enjoined them to bear in ſome part of their 


Complete Hiftory of England, vol, i, page 226. 
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Coat of Arms, his own proper Atchievement---Guurs a FREI 
Os.---Which honourable injunction, has been conſtantly ob- 


ſerved by theſe four diſtinguiſhed Families. 


But you muſt not imagine, my dear Friend, that this il- 
luſtrious inſtance of Cheſhire Proweſs, and Cheſbire Heroiſim, 
is a /ngular one in the Annals of Engliſh Hiſtory. Since 
the genuine character of our County, has been as much 
marked for MARTIAL Grory, as for unbounded Hoſpitality. 
And if you miſtruſt that partial fondneſs which ariſes from 
the place of our Nativity, and which always plays around 
the human heart; pray take the unbiaſſed ſentiments of that 
admired Poet, Michael Drayton* ; who thus celebrates the 
Royar Magnanimity of our Palatinate--- 


«© Of all our Counties, SHE, the place of Palatine dath hold; 
* And th:reto hath her HIH Recarities enroll'd. 

« Brides in many Fields, ſince Conquering William came, 
Her Ptecplz ſhe hath prov'd, to her eternal Fame. 

« All, Children of her own, the Leader and the Led ; 

6 The F. en Men of Bone, in her ſull Bofom bred *: 2: 


And the ſame Poet, in a ſucceeding ſtanza, ingenuouſſy 
confeſſes---that the n of the Imperial Crown of 


= «© Michael Drayton was born at Hartſhill in the Pariſh of Atherſton | in War- 

« wickſhire, 1363.“  Biogr. Britan. 
= Poly-Olb, ſong xi, ver, 10, et ſeq, 

| | France, 
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France, was chiefly owing to the Bills and Bows of the 
hardy Cheſbire Yeomanr y--- 


© Their Zeomanry, uE Hill, endeavoured to wphol7 : 

* For rightly, whilſt Herſelf, Ba Avx ENGLAND was of old; 
„And our courageous Kings, Us forth, to Conqueſt led, 

« Our Armies in thoſe Times—ne'er thro' the World fo dread |— 
&« Of our tall Yeomen, were, and Footmen, for the moſt ; 

„ Who, with their Bills and Bows, may confidently boat, 
Our LroyagDs !, they ſo long, and bravely, did advance 

% Above the Frow'r pz Ls; even in the Heart of France 2. 


And among the number of thoſe Cheſhire Heroes of An- 


tiquity, who have planted the Banners of: England even in 


the very Heart of France; the names of Sir Hugh Calvely, 
and Sir Robert Knowles are much too illuftrious in our An- 
nals to be omitted, The great Camden thus characteriſes 
the firſt of them At ſome further diſtance, on the weſt 
** fide of the river Weever, ſtands Calveley ; which has given 
both ſeat and name to that noble family, the Catveley's. 
<« Of whom, in Richard the Second's time, was Sir Hugh de 
« Calveley; who, in France, had the reputation of ſo vali- 
ant a ſoldier, that nothing was held impregnable to his 


: Poly-Olb. ſong xi. ver. 27, et ſeq. 


„ He well calls the Coat of England, Leopards. —Lions and Leopards in princely 
** Acceptation have been taken indifferently.” —— Selden's Notes on Poly: Ol. 
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33 


ce courage and conduct i. And it was not only, in the 
Field of Battle, that we find him this invincible com- 


mander. Since the Quztn os ARRAGON became captivated 


by his irrefſtible Attractions, and reſigned her hand to his, 
at the Altar of Hymen ; as the joint quartering of their 


united Arms upon Sir Hugh's Tomb inconteſtibly confirms. 


But however celebrated Sir Hugh Calveley may be in the 
Records of Military Fame; he is at leaſt equalled by his va- 
liant aſſociate, Sir Robert Knowles. Who was advanced, 
from the rank of a common ſoldier, to the moſt diſtinguiſhed 


ation, by that excellent judge of military merit, our re- 


nowned Edward the Third. The faith of Hiſtory repre- 
ſents the Atchievements of Sir Robert, almoſt in the ſtile 
and manner of Romantic Chivalry---<* that when he com- 
© manded in France, under our puiſſant Monarch, he drove 
«© the enemy before him like Flocks of Sheep; and battered 
« down their Citadels into ſuch /þiry and forked Ruins, that 
« for ſeveral years afterwards they went by the name of 
« Knowles's Mitres,” His laſt act of proweſs was the ſup- 


: Camden's Britannia, vol. i. page 675, * 
Five ſeveral inſtances of the moſt Heroic Atchievements of this Sir Hugh 
Calveley, are recorded by Fuller in his Waorthics of England, page 179. 


O preſſion 
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preſſion of Wat Tyler. And then, full of years and glory, 
he reſigned his breath to a ſuperiour Enemy, the Great 
Conqueror of Human Nature; leaving behind him this 
accompliſhed Character het his Charity was equal to 


his Yakur; and that he was as much endeared to the 


Engliſh, as he was dreaded by the French. 


* 
- 


But it is not only the Gallic Nation which has had reaſon 
to dread the Valour of our Countrymen ; the Scots too, may 
rue the day, wherein they experienced the irreſiſtible force 
and power of their Arms. For When Lord Hertford, af- 
terwards Duke of Somerſet, vanquiſhed the Scotch Army 
and took their Cx Tra, in that rapid expedition which he 
made into the Heart of Scotland---he thought the gallant 
behaviour of the Cheſhire Soldiers entitled them to ſome ſu- 
periour marks of Honour and Diſtinction. And he accord- 
ingly knighted eighteen Gentlemen of that County, upon the 


1 Aug. 15, 1407, —His Acts of Charitable Munificence, are the following : 
The ſtone bridge at Rocheſter in Kent, with a chapel and chantry at the eaft 
end of it; a college and hoſpital at Pontefract in Yorkſhire, which he endowed 
with 180]. per Annum; and a hoſpital at Rome for the entertainment of Engliſh 


Pilgrims. Lambert's Kent, Edit. 1596, page 392. Weaver's Fun, Mon. 
Page 436. Fuller's Worth, page 179. 
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very ſpot, Which had ſo lately been the witneſs of their 


valour *. 


Here, my dear Friend, I could have wiſhed to have fi- 
nally completed the career of their Military Fame. But 
the ſad tale of Truth forces me to add; that, in thoſe do- 
meſtic and inteſtine Wars between the Houſes of York and 
Lancaſter, the intrepid courage of our Countrymen, proved 
almoſt as fatal to zhem/etves, as it had ever done to their 
foreign Enemies. The admired Poet---whom 1 have fo 
frequently quoted, I am afraid even to /aziezy---thus beau- 
tifully paints their fraternal fury in his deſcription of the 
battle of Blore-Heath--- 


+ At Leith in Scotland, on the 11th of May, 1344. Take the Names of them 
alphabetically— | 


William Brereton Philip Egerton John Maſſey 
Roger Brereton Richard Egerton Edmund Savage 

VD Urian Brereton Thomas Holford Edward Savage 
Hugh Calveley John Legh Laurence Smith 
Hugh Cholmondeley Piers Legh Thomas Venables 
William Davenport Kaufe Leyceſter Edward Warren. 


And the ſucceeding day he created ſeven more of them E/quires ; by honouring 
them with the enſigns peculiar to that rank—a Collar of SS about their Necks, 


and a Pair of filver Spurs, Their Names were, 


Richard Birkenhead Thomas Cowper Raufe Leech Adam Troutbeck 
Roger Boydel Hugh Dutton William Sneed 


There 
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« There DuTTon, Dur rox kills; a Done doth kill a Dove ; 
« A Boortn, a Boorn; and LEIOH by LI OA is overthrown ; 

„ A VIVAEBLEVSs, againſt a VenaBLEs doth ſtand ; 
And TrouTBeck fighteth with a TRouTBEck, hand to hand: 
« There Molixzux doth make a MoL1nzvus ta die 

© And ERTO the ſtrength of EGERTON doth try. 


« Oh, CaxtsmirE, wert thou mad ! of thine own Native Gore, 
% So much, until this day, thou never ſhed'ſt before 

* Above wo thouſand Men, upon the earth were thrown, 
„Of whom the greateſt part, were naturally thine own* ? 


Such, my dear Friend, once was, the Martial Proweſs of 


the Men of Cheſhire | And ſuch, I have no doubt, it would 


be again, if their Country called them forth into the Field 
of Glory. But having barely hinted at this part of their 
Provincial Character, in the beginning of this Letter---my 
Sketch of Hiſtoric Materials muſt have been incomplete, if 
I had not marked them as much for their MILITARY Faux, 


This Battle was fought in 1459, at Blore-Heath in Staffordſhire. Lord 
Audley commanded the Lancaſtrians, and the Earl of Saliſbury the Zerkifts,; who 
gained a compleat Victory. 


2 Drayton's Poly-Olb. ſong xxii. 


Upon the firſt embodying of the Militia in the late war, there were more 
Gentlemen of Rank and Fortune in the Chęſbire Corps, than in any other 
Militia-Regiment throughout the Kingdom. Who ſubmitted, for many 
Months, to the diſagreeable duty of guarding the lines at Brompton near 


Chatham; and feveral of them made their marches bn Foot, equally with the 
meaneſt Soldier, | 
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as for their uN BUN DED HoseriTatlity of Vore.—-Beſides, if 


Mufic's charms 


* 


4 Can ſoften Rocks, or bend the knotted Oak.” 


what human mind can be ſo entirely diveſted of every hu- 
mane ſentiment, as, at the ſight or mention of thoſe Sra- 
tues at Doddington, not to reflect and deſcant with un- 


common pleaſure upon the Heroic Acts of thoſe illuſtrious 
Worthies. 


But“ Why ſhould Warriours all our Praiſe engroſs?“ 
ſince the milder glories of the Sons of Peace, are infinitely 
more beneficial to mankind.--I ſhall therefore reſume my 
Cbronological Series with a Name, the moſt diſtinguiſhed in 
the literary and peaceful Annals of our Hiſtorical Collectors. 
The whole Choir of whom, ought to riſe with due obey- 
ſance, to the venerable perſon I am now enrolling in their 
number e 


| Ut Gallo, Phabi Chorus aſſurrexerit Omnis. 


1 © Cum Majorum Imagines intuerentur, vehementiſſime ſibi animum ad 
« Virtutem accendi. Scilicet, non Ceram illam, neque Figuram, tantam Vim in 
e ſeſe habere; ſed memoria rerum geſtarum eam flammam egregiis Vuris in 
Pectore creſcere ; neque prius ſedari, quam Virtus eorum famain atque gloriam 
% adæquaverit.“ ö 8 

Salluſt Eell. Jugui th. ſect 4. 


This 


P 
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This accompliſhed perſonage is Sir PRTYER LevcesTaR, 
the celebrated Author of the Antiquities of Cheſhire, pub- 
liſhed in 1672. Our much-reſpeted Literary Parent re- 
ceived every mark of gratitude, and every poſſible degree 
of honour, from this her diſtinguiſhed Son. In a manu- 
ſcript note to an enlarged and correfed Copy of his Anti- 
quities, he expreſſes himſelf thus under the pariſh of Mob- 
berley---** Samuel Shipton, M. A. Rector of Mobberley, 
died in 1670; an honeſt, learned Gentleman! who was 
« my Tutor whilſt I was of Brazen-Noſe College, Oxford, 
©< in the years 1631--2--3.' And in other parts of his 
Manuſcript Additions, he ſpeaks, with extreme pleaſure, © of 
e his having been for ſome years--he hopes--the oz unworthy 
„Member of a Society, which is entitled to ſo much venera- 
ce tion from our Palatinate. It ought not, however to be 
concealed, that theſe Antiquities of Cheſhire, publiſhed by 

Sir Peter, have been much complained of for the unenter- 
taining and unintereſting manner in which they are written. 
But notwithſtanding a ſceming harſhneſs that may perhaps 
appear in them, they have really an infinite degree of in- 
trinſic merit. And the Manusczier CoLLEcTiONs this very 
able and accurate Hiſtorian hath left behind him, reflect 
almoſt as much honour on his literary Character, as the An- 
tiquities he has publiſhed. They extend at leaſt to the vaſt 
number of TWENTY VoLUMEs. And, as LEYCESTER Will 


always 


D ˙ * a a — 
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always be a Vame, conſecrated to Learning and our Na- 
tional Antiquities ; the extreme attention of the preſent 
amiable Lady Leyceſter', to whatever ſhe imagines may 
contribute to the illuſtration and the glory of our Palatinate, 
hath generouſly conſigned all theſe volumes to the care and 
confidence of your Friend. It hath been aſſerted, ſeem- 
ingly with ſome degree of truth, that Sir Peter collected 
for all the ſeveral Hundreds. My own opinion is, that he 
did not collect for them profeſſedly. But his Manuſcript- 
Remains certainly relate to, and extend over, the whole 
County. They contain a prodigious fund of very valuable 
intelligence ; and will greatly tend to the completion of 
his favourite wiſh, at the concluſion of his Hiſtory of Buck- 
low Hundred.---<* Thus have I, by God's aſſiſtance, run 
«© through Bucklow Hundred; according to luch evidences 
and Records, as I had carefully collected concerning the 
« fame. If I had not met with ſome obſtructions by ſome 
Gentlemen, who, either out of Wayuardneſs or Jealouſy, 
« did refuſe to let me have the peruſal of their Evidences, 
*<qſome things might poſſibly have been further diſcovered 
and illuſtrated.---In the mean time, I "with his may in- 
ce cite ſome more able hand to undertake the like for the 
fs reviving of thoſe een Monuments of Antiquity F the other 


Her Ladyſhip is the third daughter and coheireſs of Sir William F ins. 
Bart. of Roydall in Weſtmoreland. 1 


« Hundreds 
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e Hundred: of this our County, which yet lie buried and co- 
« vered in the rubbiſh of GY Time.“ 


The ſucceeding Collector to Sir Peter Leyceſter, is your 
Maternal Great-Grandfather, Roczx WILBNAHAM of Townes- 
End, in the Pariſh of Namptwich. This family name is 
undoubtedly /ocal, and was more anciently written Milbur- 
ham. They are deſcendants, by the female line, from one 
of the Mobles of Hugh Lupus; Richard Vernon, Baron of 
Shipbroke *. And the Townes-End Branch derives its ſtem 
from Randal, the ſecond fon of Thomas Wilbraham of 
Woodhay, in the Reign of Henry the Fourth. Our 
great Antiquary, in his Britannia *, thus deſcribes this an- 
eient family“ Hence, the. Weaver continues its courſe 
©« ſouthward, not far from F/oodhay ; where the famouus 
and knightly family of the Wilbur bam's lived long in great 
e repute !.. The CoLLtcTions Mr. Wilbraham left behind 
him principally relate to the Town and Diſtrict of Namptwich. 


Sir Peter Leyreſter, Bart. was deſcended from Sir Nicholas de Leyceſter, 
Lord of the Manor of Wether-Tabley, in 1276. Where this diſtinguiſhed family 
has flouriſhed ever ſince.— Sir Peter was born in 1613, and died in 1678. 


* King's Jſle-Royal, part 2d. page 145. 
3 Vol. i. page 674. 


+ The Heireſs of the Wilbrahams of Woodhay eating the whole eſtate, by 
marriage, into the Family of Talmache, Earl of Dyſart. 


And 
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And the copy of them, now in my poſſeſſion, ſufficiently 
demonſtrates the induftry and attention with which he pro- 
ſecuted his Antiquarian Reſearches. As he was bleſſed 
with the Inheritance of Wiſdom---Length of Days in his right 
hand, and in his left hand Riches and Honour it is by no 
means matter of ſurpriſe, that his Literary-Remains upon 


this ſubject are as complete as we could poſſibly have wiſhed 
them. 


Cotemporary with your worthy Anceſtor, was, an inge- 
nious Collector of the name of HARRINGTON; whoſe Fa- 
mily, though now no more, had once conſiderable property 
at Urdeſhall. His Collections have been conſigned to 
Fame by the celebrated Biſhop Gibſon, in his firſt Edition 
of the Britannia*. His Lordſhip there tells us, “ that the 
defects of Doddridge and others, in tracing the Origin of 
« the County Palatine, are in a great meaſure ſupplied by 
c what the learned Mr. Harrington has left upon the ſub- 
 « jet. A gentleman, by whoſe death, learning in gene- 

ee ral, and particularly the Antiquittes of this County, which 
« he had deſigned to illuſtrate and improve, have ſuffered 
« greatly. And upon this head, I am ſorry to ſympa- 
thize with this venerable Prelate, in moſt ſincerely lament- 


He died in the year 1705, at the advanced age of Eighty-five, 
Camden Brit. (Edit. 1695) page 566, 


Q_ ing 
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— — 


ing---that all my enquiries, after Mr. Harrington' S Cheſhire 
Lluſtrations, have not been able to diſcover the leaſt veſtige 
where any of his learned Tre gſures may lie concealed. 


My Chronological Series brings me now to the Collectors 
of our Age, and Century. At the head of whom ſtands, 
deſervedly, the Rev. Mr. John Stones, late Minor- Canon of 
our Cathedral, and Rector of Coddington in Cheſhire. 
His Collections are included in one folio, and two thick quarto, 
volumes. But it is not the Bull, ſo much as the Value, of 
the materials we are to attend to. And Mr. Stones appears 
to have been a perſon of ſuch conſummate judgement, with 
ſuch an intimate knowledge of his ſubject, as to have collected 
nothing from the Antiquarian Mine, except Ore of the richeſt 
and the pureſt Gold. Th eſe valuable materials, the friendſhip | 


of his ſon, and the obliging favour of the learned Dean and 
Chapter, have kindly entruſted to my peruſal and fidelity. 


Mr. Stone's ſucceſſor, in our Chronological Series, was 
John Warburton, Somerſet-Herald ; whoſe indefatigable 
Labours have ſo greatly contributed to the ornament and il- 
luſtration of almoſt every County in the. Kingdom, His 
method was perhaps fingrlarly ſenſible to glean up every 
thing, either in print or manuſcript, which had the moſt 
diſtant relation to that particular County he intended to 


elucidate, 
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elucidate. Theſe ſcattered fragments, like the Sbil: Leaves, 
he bound up into volumes ſuitable to the ſize of the papers 
he had collected; either folio, quarto, or octavo.—His 
Eſſex Gleanings are now in my poſſeſſion, through the commu- 
nicative kindneſs of John Leake, Eſq. Chefter-Herald. And 
though I have not hitherto received the Cheſhire Collections, 
yet the Eſſex Papers give me a ſufficient inſight into the na- 
ture of zho/e materials, of which I have the abſolute and the 
obliging promiſe. It is ſcarcely worth while to particularize 
his printed fragments, relative to our Palatinate---An Ab- 
ſtract of his manuſcript Collections is as follows--. © A Ca- 
« lendar of the Manors in Cheſhire, with the ſeveral Fees 
© the Lords of the ſaid Manors paid to the Earl of Cheſter ; 
« and the Names of the Proprietors to the year 1710, 
* guarto.---An Account of the principal Families in Che- 
« ſhire, with the Lands they held in the ſaid County, from 
« the 33d of Edward the Third, to the 24th of Henry 
« the Seventh, fe/io.---A regiſter of the Black Prince, and 
« Homage due to the Earl of Cheſter ; with the names of 
« the Principal Families, Lords of Manors, Loraſhips, &c. 
« from the 3d of Edward the Third, to the 2gth of 
Elizabeth, Valio. A variety of Maps, Plans, and Proſ- 
« peas; with manuſcript notes by Plot, Warburton, and 
Others; and whatſoever is curious in the Repoſitories of the 


« Herald. 
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« Flerald's-Office, the Harlian Library, and the Office of 
© Record, relative to the County Palatine of Cheſter --- ' 


Here, my dear Friend, ends the Abſtract of theſe moſt 
uſeful and moſt intereſting Materials. Which form a ftrong 
contraſt with the ſucceeding CoLLtcrors I muſt now give 
you an account of ;---as theſe are rather in detached pieces, 
than in any manner the leaſt /y/ematical. They come from the 
hand of a perſon fond of Antiquities,and thoroughly acquainted 
with every ancient circumſtance of our Native City. Of 
this Horſeley had ample proof in his Ce/frian Reſearches for 
his Britannia Romana. And I have written as well as living 
evidence to declare---that though he has ſtudiouſly con- 
cealed the name of his benefactor, yet if Mr. CanRINGTON 
had not been the guiding Index of his Enquiries, Horſeley's 


Account of Roman Remains in Cheſter would have been 
exceedingly imperfect. 


What has been ſaid of the preceding CoLLections, may 
be applied to zho/e I ſhall next commemorate.---As phyſic 
is a profeſſion, ſome how or other, congenial with Anti- 
quities ; the late Dr. Gowzz of Cheſter, a quondam Mem- 


x 1 have now in my poſſeſſion the moſt curious manuſcript I have yet ſeen upon 
the Antiquities of Cheſter, It was the property of Mr. Carrington; who has 
greatly enlarged it, and continued it to our own tinies. 
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ber of our honoured College, and who died in 1745, hath 


left us many curious and ſenſible Remarks upon this ſubject'. 
The very extenſive Practice of his Profeſſion enabled him to 
make very extenſive Enquiries, But then this Practice inca- 
pacitated him from committing a great deal to Writing. His 
Remarks conſequently are detached, deſultory, and uncon- 


nected. But ſtill they point out the hand of a Maſter. And 


thoſe who remember him, need no account from me, how 
much he excelled in the ſeveral accompliſhments of a Gen- 


tleman, a Scholar, and a Phyſician.---You muſt excuſe me, 
however, my dear Friend, applying to myſelf upon this 


tender. occalion, what Milton has ſaid of our firſt Parents, 


upon the Loſs of Paradiſe--- 


Some Natural Tears they dropt“ 


Theſe congenial ſtudies, of Phyſic and Antiquities, have 
given riſe to another very able, but much more induſtrious 
Collefor ; Dr. Cowerr of Overley, Fellow of the Anti- 
quary Society, and Mayor of Cheſter in 17 54.---His Cor.- 
LECTIONS chiefly relate to the City, and its Environs; are di- 
gefted into Annals, after the manner of Peck's Stamford, and 
are ſufficiently numerous to be arranged in three folio vo- 
lumes*. Had the Doctor enjoyed a longer period of exiſt- 


The late Dr. Gower had one of the moft elegant and beſt digeſted Collections 
of Medals of any Gentleman in Cheſhire, 

2 This intelligence about the Contents of Dr. Cowper's Collections, comes 
from his intimate Friend, Mr. Norris, Secretary of the Society of Antiquaries. 


R ence, 
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ence, we might have expected a complete and diffuſive 
Hiſtory of our native City. But ſince - Diis aliter viſum 
eſt we have only to lament; that a Diffidence, inſepara- 
ble from Learning, ſhould have abſolutely prohibited any 
peruſal of his large Collections. Eſpecially too after the 
specimen he has given us in Print of his Antiquarian Abili- 


ties--- in his Summary of the Life, and of the celebrated 
« Shrine, of St. tongs. — 


The laſt Collector I ſhall ' mention, is a Mane, my dear 
Friend, that is facred to | yourſelf. Since it is the late 
worthy Recorptr of the City of Cheſter; who was a warm 
and zealous Friend to all it's corporate Rights, and to the 
whole Circle of it's Intereſts. Was I writing to any other 
than to.you, I ſhould certainly mention him in the cha- 
racter of a Lawyer, of great knowledge and abilities in his 
profeſſion; and who had beſides a ſtrong tincture for literary 
purſuits, with a leading paſſion for the elucidation of legal 
Antiquities. Of this he has left behind him ample proofs, 


in the ColLECTIoNSs, your Friendſhip has favoured me with. 


: Conſidering the hereditary Claim you have, by both. your Parents, to the Study 
of our National Antiquities---I ſhall take the Liberty to remind you of two ſtrik- 


ing Lines in Virgil; though 1 will not offend. vou by any Application of 
them — 


Ecquid, in Autiquam Virtutem, animoſque Vitiles, 
Ei Pater Aneas, et Auunculus excitat Hector? 
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It is true, theſe Collections are not copious; but then their 
deſign and purport have ſtamped ſuch an ineſtimable value 
on them, as to make us earneſtly with they had extended 
beyond a fingle folio volume.---While our earlieſt Records, 
are, either now ſleeping in profound obſcurity, or moul- 
dering away in their ſecure Repoſitory of the Caſtle; they 
will yet live in the Recorder's Cory -- by the means of thoſe 
very ſenſible and judicious Extracis he has made from them. 
And, to crown the whole of his laborious Reſearches, hz 
has added a Gloſſary, ingenioufly explaining all the antiquated 
Words and Phraſes that occur in the originals. 


Having now done with the Human, or, if you pleaſe, 
the Animate-Colleftors of our County Evidences---I ſhall 
proceed to mention a few ; which, with your leave, I will 
venture to call the [nanimate Ones. I mean thoſe family 
Manſions, that, by the Die of Chance, have been conſecrated 
to the Preſervation of Cheſhire Antiquitics. The few I 
ſhall commemorate, are the manſions of CREW, Durron, 
and Mtznury ; not, as the only Cheſhire Repoſitories, but I 
believe the principal ones; and, which contained a variety 
of Deeds and Records, beyond the private evidences of their 
own Lords and Maſters. Theſe very ancient Manſions have 
given local Names to as many ancient and diſtinguiſhed Fa- 
milies. And that Crew-Hall thould have bcen the zwutelary 

| Pre- 
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ſerver of Antiquarian Treaſures, we can ſcarcely wonder; 
when, above a century ago, Mr. Rax urrn Crew reſcued, 
from their periſhable State, the firſt Memorials we have in 
Print of the former Splendour of our Palatinate.“ 


This accompliſhed Gentleman excelled to that degree in 
the Polite-Arts, and particularly in Drawing - that his 
Geographical Delineations were impoſſible to be diſtinguiſhed 
from the beſt engraved Maps. And, unhappily for his na- 
tive County | the very Means he made uſe of for the Im- 
provement and Extenſion of his Accompliſhments, turned 
out the melancholy inſtruments of his ruin---having been 

barbarouſly aſſaſſinated at Paris in the year 1656. 


I have already told you, that this amiable Young Man was 
the grandſon of Sir Ranulph Crew, Lord Chief Juſtice of 
the Court of King's-Bench in 1624--- Who was not more 

diſtinguiſhed, by his Knowledge in the Laws of his Country, 
than by his ſuperiour Skill in Architecture. Of this, the 
pleaſing and elegant Structure of Crew-Hall will re- 
main an indiſputable proof, as long as the moſt beautiful 
ancient manſion, perhaps, in the whole kingdom ſhall exiſt. 
And, what is much more for his Lordſhip's character, the 
Firtues of his Heart, were at leaſt equal to the Ab:/iries of 


See page 24. ET Ms 


his 


2 


2 „9 R e 


— 
— —ü—ñ bg ——— —ä—œͤ— — - 


— 5% * 
- E — — 


„ * * 9 
8 * * N * OW * — 3 * . * * 9 * 5 * : TG | , * : ns u n * — e * 1 25 * , * Kain * bn 1 
n eee ET OE NET Z 
a , * . F * * ö 


—— 
* Mu * MS * Yup 
T 1 9 
W 
W 1 


r n * 


* * _ * _ 4 

th nds tte — 5 "0 

1 A E * 3 by w_ ah 7 

bet as 5 2 1 2 * 4 
T . TE WS £5 or Yeh hed Rs Ls 


[EET PSI c *» 
GGG 
* F eee 9 


A HISTORY OF CHESHIRE. - 63 


* 


his Head. Since he was honourably diſcharged from all 
his Legal Employments* for declaring his utter and deter- 


mincd diſlike to a Mcaſure, the moſt diſagreeable at that 


time to his Country *.---Sir Ranulph's deſcendant, John 
Crew, Eſquire, inherits his Lordſhip's Diſtinction in the 
County, as well as his large Fortunes---being one of its 
preſent Repreſentatives. And he has ſhewed as much Taſte 
in the beautiſul Arrangement and Dif] polition of his Grounds, 


as his illuſtrious Anceſtor diſplayed in the Conſtruction of 


this pleaſing Edifice. Thus uniting in the ſame Family 
thoſe grand Exertions of Taſte, which Mr: Pope thought 
ſufficient honour to be enjoyed ſeparate and diſtinct 


2 7 
Who builds like Bathurſt, and who plants like Boyle? 


But of the zbree Manſions, which I have been bold enough 
to diſtinguiſh by the name of Inanimate Collectors, J appre- 
hend the Edifice and HALL os Durron---during the flou- 


November 10, 1626. f 

2 My Lord Clarendon expreſſes his Diſapprobation of the Expedient of Ship- 
Mon:y in the following nervous Manner — ** And here the Damage and Miſchief 
cannot be expreſſed, that the Crown and State ſuſtained in the deſerved Re- 
« proach and Infamy that attended the Judges, by being made Uſe of in this, 
and like Acts of Power; there being no Poſſibility to preſerve the Dignity, 
„ Reverence, and Eſtimation of the Laws themſelves, but by the Integrity 


and Innocency of the Judges.“ i . 
Hiſt, of the Rebell. vol. i. page 70. 


8988 7 8 riſhing 
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riſhing era of that moſt reſpectable and ſuperb F amily---to 
have been the principal Aſylum of our fugitive and periſh- 
able Records. The Fate of this Family muſt neceſſarily re- 
mind us of the Uncertainty of all Human Grandeur. Since 
after deriving their deſcent from Oparp, coeval and con- 
ſanguineous with the Vorman Conqueror, their Name and 
Family is no more. And we may weep over their Manes 


in the ſame accents of generous pity, as the downfal of the 
State of Ilium is lamcnted--- 


(c That Corn now grows, where Troy Town ſtood.” | 


For what circumſtance can be more humiliating to terreſtrial 
Magnificence, than the Reflection that after they had 
flouriſhed in the very ſpot, where OpaꝝRD had firſt ſeated 
them, © a Family of great Worth and Antiquity, and as 
it were almoſt a conſtant ſucceſſion of Knights for above 
% fix hundred ycars the Remembrance of them ſhould 
now as effectually have vaniſhed, as that of a Gueſt which 
had tarried only a ſingle day.”--Their great Progenitor too, 
the famous Odard, like his Kinſman Hucn Lurus, had a 
celebrated Sword of Dignity, conſtantly preſerved at Dutton, 
as an Heir-Loom of the Family. Which, in the year 1665, 
was the property of Lady Kilmorey, ſole daughter and 


* Hiſt. of Bucklow Hundered page 248, line 34. 
8 | heireſs 


CE, EE ²˙ 24 ͤͤͤ-b1- S. POW oo Ed aa ** 
4 3 "+ 8 R 1 2 1 xy A ” * 4 4 Ee? MTS MY} — 4 
A — 


a 


— — 
— ——— 


— PII 0 A — — G 
* 5 ow 6 - A. 8 2 — A . 8 2 1 * 2 — © * * 2 
— _ EM, 0 A TAG — — ce oe — 


—— a . 4 , : : 4 
K 1 4 wn * page” es — — 5; 2 
* i bins <P, 4 ” _ * — 0 "_— a 


—_—_— << ett a. 


A HISTORY OF CHESHIRE. 6; 


heireſs of Thomas Dutton of Dutton *, Eſquire. But into 
whoſe cuſtody this memorable Relick has been fince con- 
ſigned, you may naturally imagine, would not to me be an 
unpleaſing, or an unintereſting, article of intelligence. And 
the Fate of many of their valuable Records is equally as un- 
certain, as that of this Sword of Dignity. Since it is not 
to be imagined, that the ſame careleſs hand which diſſi- 
pated their large poſſeſſions, would preſerve their /izerary 
Remains; and, alas | to him their uſeleſs and moſt in- 
ſignificant of Trifles.---But Chance, in this inſtance at leaſt, 
has been more favourable than Degen. Some of them are 


now in the poſſeſſion of the preſent worthy Mr. Leeche of 


Carden ; and I have in my own cuſtody a Record of great 
conſequence; inſcribed, «Liber Petri Dutton armigeri 1650.” 


There was a Privilege of licenſing the Minſtrels, peculiar to this ancient 
Faniily, much too remarkable to be omitted. The oiginal Grant came 
from our renowned Earl, RanDaLl BLUNDEVILLE, to Rocer Lacy, Conſtable of 


Cheſter ; and his fon, John Lacy, aſſigned the Privilege to the Family of 


DuTron. The Anniverſary of this Solemnity was conſtantly celebrated on the 
Feſtival of St. John the Baptiſt ; by a regular Proceſſion of all the Minſtrels to 


the Church of this Tutelary Saint in the City of Cheſter.—Bur after having 


been conſtantly obſerved for at leaſt 550 years, it ſeems to have been diſconti- 
nued in 1758. And as an inſtance how ſacred, thoſe excluſive Privileges, which 
had been granted to us by our Cyesnire Moxarcas, were eſteemed by Legi- 
llative Wiſdom; the Act of the 29th of Elizabeth, which declares all Linerant 
Minſtrels to be vagabonds, particularly excepts the Minſtrel- Juriſdiction, of Joan 
DuTToNn, of Dutton in Cheſhire, Eſq. 


What 
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What has been ſaid of the great Family of Dutton, may 
be applied, mutatis mutandis, to the Family of Meapury. 
--- Though they flouriſhed for many Centuries, in the 
higheſt degree of Reputation, and of Honour; yet their Poſ- 
ſeſſions, and their Papers, have long fince paſſed into other 
hands. But I have many reaſons to imagine, that the 
original LE DGE Book of the magnificent Abbey of Vale- 
Royal, whilom in the poſſeſſion of the Merburies, is now 
in the Library of my valuable and moſt eſteemed Friend, 
Tromas CHOLMONDELEY, Eſq. of Vale-Royal, the late ami- 
able and public-ſpirited Repreſentative of Cheſhire. _ 


Here then, my dear Friend, ends the Completion of my 
Promiſe a ſhort, but very imperfe&t Account of the Cha- 
raceric-Genius of the Men of Cheſhire, and of the Collec- 
tions ſor a Hiſtory of our Palatinate, in a ſeries almoſt 
ſtrictly chronological. From theſe Collections, and other 
ineſtimable Remains, I am convinced a Hiſtory might be 
formed of our native County, infinitely ſuperiour to any 
Hiſtory, yet exiſting, of any County in Great Britain. Or, 
if you plcaſe, a Hiſtory that ſhall as much excel Dugdale's 
Warwickſhire, as this celebrated Hiftory is ſuppoſed to excel 


| x « The Ledger Book of Vale-Royal Abby now in Poſſeſſion of Thomas 


« Merbury of Merbury, nigh Great Budworth, . 1666. A copy whereof 
remains among the Evidences at Dutton.“ 


Hiſt, of Bucklow Hund. p. 220, 1. 18. 
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thoſe of all our Provincial Diſtricts. Since at preſent it 
certainly ranks amongſt them in the ſame diſtinguiſhed man- 
ner, as the © Moon is poetically ſaid to ſhine amongſt the 
ce leſſer Luminaries.” 


But notwithſtanding my Love of my native Soil, and my 
avowed Paſſion for theſe my favourite Purſuits; I have 
not, I fear, a Sufficiency of Health or Leiſure, much leſs 
Abilities, for this very arduous Taſk. TI will aſſiſt to the 
utmoſt I am able; but as to aſſuming of the Lead---if 
the propereſt ſtudy of mankind is Man] know myſelf en- 
tirely unequal to it. And, I will engage, that the engraved 
Plates, with all the Copies of ancient Manuſcripts, which 
have coſt me conſiderably more than Fifty Guineas, ſhall be at 
the ſervice of their choſen Hiſtorian. It is to me a pleaſing 
Reflection, that the fortunate accident of my Birth in this 
County, has greatly contributed to the Eaſe and Happineſs 
of my Life. And therefore, could my preciſe Idea of its 
genuine Glory be realized, I would with pleaſure ſubſcribe 
a Sum of Fifty Guineas more, for this grand and noble Un- 


dertaking. 


But Grandeur and Nobility always imply expence. And 
you may firmly aſſure yourſelf, that this natural Alliance 
will not be diſſolved in the preſent Inftancy of. our Hiltory 
of Cheſhire.---That the Plan cannot poſſibly be completed 

7% under 


70 "SKETCH OF THE MATERIALS' FOR 


under a large Volumes in Folio, I am certain; and, I fear, 
the ancient Splendour of our native City will diſdain to be 
confined within ſuch narrow limits. For conſider, my dear 
Friend, that King's Vale- Royal, as it ſtands at preſent, 
makes a moderate ſized volume in folio ; though it relates 
chiefly and principally to Cheſter. And the Hiſtory of 
Bucklow Hundred---though it is only as one to ſeven--- 
makes a volume in folio, nearly of the fize of King's. What 
then muſt become of our enlarged and copious Treaſure of 
Materials, if we think of executing the Work upon ſo nar- 
row a ſyſtem, as what imperfectly deſcribes, only the City 
of Cheſter, and one fingle Hundred of the whole County? 


But theſe wo Volumes in Folio, with the Appendages 
of their numerous Plates, can by no means be pub- 
liſhed under the vaſt expence of 3000 1.--even at the loweſt 
degree of eſtimation. And if the noble Remains of ſome 
of our ſuperb Manſions, our 


Uium, et ingens 
Gloria CESTRIENSIUM —— 


were to be included, the Expence muſt greatly exceed this, 
very enormous, Sum. 


But 


W. i 97, ern EI 3" 6 which, Bucklow- Hundred is not 
the largeſt in Extent. | | 


2 Viz, Of ancient Caſtles, Churches, Religious Houſes, Monuments, Arms, 
and Seals; with Views of all our ſeveral local Antiquities, 
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But you may perhaps ask me- in nearly the language ot 


Pope -- 
« Oh fay, what Means this vaſt Expence ſupply ! 
* What Mines to ſwell this boundleſs Hiſtory 2— 


F would anſwer, the generous, and the publick-ſpirited, 
Mine of a. Subſcription.— The particular Quota of each 
Subſcriber;, far be it from me to preſume to mention. Let 
the Gentlemen of the County fix any Sum, they pleaſe, 
between the indiſpenfible Extremes of fx and ten Guineas ; 
and let them ſend; their Names, either to Mr. Bathurſt, 
Bookſeller in Fleet- Street, London; or to Mr. Lawton, 
Bookſeller in Cheſter. When Two Hunparen have ſub- 
fcribed their Names, it may be time to think of forming an 
Antiquarian Aſſociation, under the Auſpices of ſome choſen 
Chief, ſome felected Tewcer '----fimilar to that laudable 
Society, which was formed by the Encoufragement of 
Sir Thomas Cave, for the Hiſtory of Mortbamptonſbire. But. 
whether formed, or not, the Publick, and yourſclt, may cer- 
tainly depend upon the faithful Performance of my preſent En- 
gagements. And perhaps the Execution of. ſome Parts of thc 
Plan, may be nearly cocval. with the Exiſtence of the Socicty ; 
as no Requiſite is wanting, to the final Completion of onewhole 
Hundred, except a regular Liſt of Incumbents; with a re- 
gular Hiſtory of Property and Families, for the laſt Fifty 


® Teucro Duce, et Auſpice Teucro, Hon. 
| Years, 
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Years. To which I muſt neceſſarily add; a perſonal and 
careful Inveſtigation, of every remarkable local Circumſtance, 
and every memorable Relick of Antiquity, that may be 
worthy of the Notice, and the Attention of Poſterity. 


Before I conclude ; I have only, my dear Friend, to en- 
deavour to repay the mighty Debt of Gratis: | owe to my 
BentrAcToRs, by returning them, through your .icans, my 
moſt ſincere and moſt reſpeciſul Ac] nowledęments for the ſeve- 
ral Favours they have condeſcended to thew me. And tho 
your Solicitations, contrary to my own expreſs Wiſhes, 
have emboldened my «n//:dged Pinious to the firſt E ſſay 
of this daring Flight; yet my obliging Benefactors may 

poſſibly trace the Hand, that ſends them theſe reſpectful 
Acknowledgements, though it has not the Confidence to 
ſubſcribe its Name. The Heart, however, you know 
you may always.command of 


Your ſincere, faithful, and 


affectionate of Friends, 


A Fellow of the Antiquary Society. 


1 Olim Juventas, et patrius Vigor, 
Nido laborum propulit infſcium”, 
Vernique, jam Nimbis remotis, 
Inſolitos docuere Niſus 
Venu Paventem.— Hos. lib, iv. ode 4. 
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Tout I have now cloſed this tedious letter; yet 
buſy Recollection, -- and to you I fear an impertinent one,-- 
ſtill urges me to blot more Paper, and to treſpaſs ſtill further 
upon the Partialities of your Friendſhip. Curtsmire, you 
know, is the Burthen of my Theme !---And, when either the 
Glories of her Empire, or the Beauties of her /equefired Re- 
treats, at any time ſtrike my Fancy---will you excuſe me 
for endeavouring to fix theſe Tdeas, by cloathing them with 
Language, and tranſmitting them to you, tho' perhaps in- 
truding Viſitors ? I will hope, however, for your Pardon !--- 
And could I flatter myſelf with the Hopes, that the Muſe of 
Hiſtory would not refuſe the influence of her Aid, at the 
Requeſt of the Silvan Nymphs of Wirrall and of Delamere, 
my Satisfaction would be compleat. 


Buſy Recollection then, my dear Friend, preſents me 
with a ſtriking Inſtance of refined Policy in Hugh Lupus 
U the 


1 % —.— Thy green Retreats, 
* Invite my Lays! — be preſent Silvan Maids } 
« Unlock your ſprings, and open all your Shades; 
«.  =— Your Aid, O Muſes, bring!“ 


Pope's Wind, Foreſt, 


9 e 0/5. T3 C27 PT; 


---the Founder of our local Monarchy---perfeQly ſimilar 
with a Political Inſtitution of the Founder of Iinperial Rome. 
Population, you know, is not barely the Ornament, and 
the Splendor---it is the poſitive Baſis of every Empire. 
RowuLus therefore, in order to furniſh his new City with 
Inhabitants, opened an Aſylum for the F ugitives of all Na- 
tions. Lurus did the ſame. But, as his Territories were 
much more extenſive, than even thoſe of the Empreſs of 
the World, in her Days of Infancy---and as they had been 
greatly depopulated by the Ravages of War---inſtead of one, 
he opened three A/yla, for the Umbrage and Protection of 
any new Subjects, that might take ſhelter under the cover 

of his Wings. Theſe three Ayla were, Hool E- Hearn 
near Cheſter, Over-Marsn near Farndon, and Rup-Hzaru 
near Middlewich. Their Situation was moſt happily 
imagined. Two of them near the Confines. of Wales--- 
where the Addition of every ſingle Subject added a 
double Portion of domeſtic Strength---and the 2hird near 
the Center of his Dominions. It is not impoſſible, but the 
rude and uncultivated State of theſe extenſive Waſtes, might 
influence the Founder of our Empire in his Choice, as well 
as their happy Situation. But whatever was the Motive of 
aſſigning theſe particular Spots for his ſeveral 4//a---it is 
certain, that the Succeſs of them was equal to his utmoſt 
Wiſhes. The Prince of Roman Hiſtorians mentions this 
ſenſible Inſtitution of Romulus, as being agreeable to the 


ancient 
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ancient Practice of the Founders of all States.” But we can- 
not ſuppoſe, that a rough and unpoliſhed Norman, whoſe 
only Science could be that of War, and whoſe principal 
amuſements muſt ariſe from the very din and clangor of Arms- 
could adopt this refinement of policy from any literary 
Lights, or . derive any Intelligence about it from the in- 
forming Page of Hiſtory. Nature, alone, muſt have been 
his Guide; and his Tutoreſs, inſtinctive Reaſon. 


Such was the ſtate of Hugh Lupus's Political Inſtitution ! 
---But the Hiſtory of very remote times becomes ſo exceed- 
ingly confuſed, when it depends only upon the Evidence of 
Oral Tradition---that though the Remembrance of the Fact, 
relative to theſe A/y/a, was perfectly diſtin and clear, in the 
days of our Hiſtorical Collector, Webb. yet the Reaſons of 
the Fact were entirely obliterated and defaced from the traces 
of Human Memory.---Speakiag of Twemlowe, in his Vale- 
Royal, he proceeds thus, (And ſo we paſſe into that ſpacious 
« Precinct of Rudbeath, a wide Common, containing a large 

Circuit, 


1 Deinde, ne vana Urbis Magnitudo eſſet, adjiciende Multitudinis cauſa, 
vetere Conſilio condentium Urbes, qui, obſcuram atque humilem conciendo ad le 
Multitudinem, natam è Terri ſibi Prolem ementiebantur ; Locum, qui nunc 
leptus de ſcendentidus inter duos lucos eſt, Mum aperit, Eo ex finitimis Populis 
Turba omnis, fine diſcrimine, liber an ſervus eſſet, avida Novarum Rerum per- 


it: idque primum ad cæptam Magnitucinem Roboris fuit. | 
ts F Liv. Hiſt, Rom, Lib, i. ſect 8, 


— — 
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8 Circuit, and which hath in old Time had a Sonftuary i in 
« it; with priviledges thereunto ; ſuch, as howſoever in- 
« tended by thoſe Founders, in pity and compaſſion to Poor 
« Offenders : yet in the abuſe of them, an encouragement to 
4 wilſull and deſperate Tranſgreſſors; and therefore juftly 
« demoliſhed.” ---But tho Mel. depending only upon 
Tradition knew nothing of the true Origin of this Aſy- 
lum; yet that ancient invaluable Record, the Cheſbire 
Domeſday in the poſſeſſion of your Friend', bears indiſpu- 
table Evidence to the Principles and Reaſons, upon which 
this Political Eſtabliſhment was firſt formed. The Verdict 
of two Inquiſitions, delivered by a Jury of the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed Gentlemen of Cheſhire---upon the awful Solemnity 
of an Oath---contains the Faith and Teſtimony of this in- 
diſputable Evidence. One of theſe Inquiſitions was taken 
in the Seventh Year of Edward the Second; and the other 
in the Twentieth of Edward the Third. And, if you will 


give me leave, I will preſent you with the ſubſtance or the 
two Verdicts. 


By an Inquiſition, taken before Hugh de Audelith, 
Juſtice of Cheſter, on Sunday after the Feaſt of St. Peter ad 


Vincula, it was found That a certain large piece of 
% Waſte, called OverMarsn, was in ancient Times or- 
4 dained 

See Pages 13, 14. | 
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« dained for Strangers, of what Country ſoever; and aſ- 
« ſigned to ſuch, as came to the Peace of the Earl of Cheſ- 
« ter, or to his Aid; reſorting there to form Dwellings, 
ce but without building any fixed Houſes, by the means of 
e Nails or Pins, fave only Booths and Tents to live in.” 


— 


The other Inquiſition, is as follows- - The Jury * de- 
te clare upon their Oaths, that the Moor which is called 
R DHrHEA TH, was formerly a Waſte Place, very anciently 
<« aſſigned and ſet apart by ſome of the o Earls of Cheſter, 
« for the Reception, not only of their own Subjects, but 
{© of all fugitive Strangers coming to the Aid of the Earl's 
© Peace, eitherfrom England, or from any other Countries.” 


---And there is an Inquiſition of the ſame Tenor, relative 
to the other Aſylum of HoolE-HRATR. 


Having thus ſhewed you, my dear Friend, beyond the 
poſſibility of a doubt---that the Principles of Policy, in the 
Founders of the Roman and the Ceſtrian ſtates, were as per- 


fectly parallel, as they were perfectly refined---a circumſtance 
W ſurely 


1 % Hamo de Maſſi, Hugo de Venables, Urian de Sancto Petro, Rogerus 
% de Chedle, Hugo de Dutton, Petrus de Dutton, et Robertus de Pulford, 
« Milites; Johannes de Wettenhale, Willielmus de Boidell, Johannes de Leghe, 
„ Matthzus de Becheton, David de Egerton, Robertus de Bulkeley, et alii 
* Furatores,” 


Cheſhire Domeſday, Princip. 


1  P.,q049;T4+350C- Rv erer. 


ſurcly the moſt reſplendent for our Native County---I ſhall 
take the liberty of troubling you with another illuſtrious 
Fact; which is equally founded in Truth, and equally 
conducive to the Glory of our Palatinate. That re- 
nowed Earl, RANDAL BLUNDEVILLE, reigned the ſole mo- 
narch of his Dominions, with ſuch an abſolute and ſuch a 
ſovereign Power that he acknowledged no SvyrrIOUR ; 
whenever the Beheſts of his Paramount Lord were contrary 
to the maxims of ſound Policy, or to thoſe dictates of natural 
Juſtice, which he thought a wiſe and a virtuous Prince owed 
always to a faithful and an obedient-people. Of this, there 
was a remarkable Inſtance, when that weak Prince Henry the 
Third iſſued his Imperial Mandate for the Collection of the 
Papal Tau- commonly called Peter-pence through the whole 
extent of his Dominions. Since our Ceſtriam Monarch, not 
only forbid the Collection of it, within the Bounds of his 
own Territories, but threatened the Collectors with con- 
dign Puniſhment, if they inſolently diſobeyed his Royal 
Pleaſure. Amongſt other Hiſtorians, of the moſt approved 
Character, who relate this Fact-— William Smith, in the 
Vale-Royal, gives us the following, and by far the beſt, Ac- 
count of the Tranſa&tion.---< Randal, or Ranulph, the Third, 
«me fays, was very well learned, eſpecially in the Laws of the 
« Realm inſomuch that he compiled a Book thereof. He 
as alſo very zealous in Religion. For we read, that 

| | « when 
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ce when the Pope ſent his Collectors throughout Chriſten- 
« dom, to gather up his Teuths, he alone refuſed to pay 
cc any: Suffering none in his Dominions, either Layman or 
« Clerk, to yield any Tenths to the Pope's Proctors; al- 
ce though all England, Scotland, Wales, and Ireland, paid it.“ 


- 


Inſtances, ſuch as theſe, of refined Policy, Wiſdom, and 
Puiſſance, in the Conduct of our cal Monarchs; I fondly 
imagine, my dear Friend,---though I have never dreamt 
upon the ſummit of Parnaſſus''---to be Stars, of ſuch 
Hiſtoric Radiance, in the Annals of our Cheſhire Empire; 
that any Sketch of the Memorials of her ancient Glory muſt 
have been defective, if I had endeavoured to have eclipſed 
their effulgent Splendour, by covering them with the Veil 


of Obſcurity. 


But the very Cataſtrophe of our Glory, is in ſome mea- 
ſure the Herald of our former Fame. And as no Language 


can expreſs the final Period of this Glory, in a clearer or 
more conciſe manner, than our great Antiquary has related it-- 


80 take the ſad tale of this Cataſtrophe in nearly the 


words 
1 Part 1ſt page 31. 

In part 2d page 31 there is this Remark : © It is not impertinent to ſet 
« down, what the fame Author Henry Bradſhaw—writeth in another Place; 
* and what Collections out ' of him I find recorded But this Remark is an un-; 
doubted Argument, that the Hiſtorian of the Vale-Royal, who was almoſt 

coe val with Bradſhaw, imagi ned his Collections to be unpubliſhed, 
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© words of Camden. RAN DAL BLunDEviLLe, was fuc- 
ce ceeded by his Nephew, Joan, ſurnamed Scorus; who 
« dying without iſſue, Henry the Third, charmed with 
« the 5 ight of Jo fair an Inberitance, annexed it to the 
& Crown ; not being willing that ſuch a Vasr Esrarr 
ce ſhould be parcelled out amongſt DisTarrs---meaning the 
© S;ers and Cobeireſſes of Earl Joun. But the Kings of 
© England, when this County devolved to the Crown, main- 
te tained their ancient Palatine Prerogatives, and continued: 
« to hold their Courts---as the Kings of France did in the 
« County of Champaign---that the honour- of the Palati- 
« nate might not be extinguiſhed by diſuſe. An Honour 
« which was ever afterwards conferred upon the King's 
« eldeſt Son; and, in the firſt Inftance, upon Enwarn, 
« Heir apparent of this very Henry. But when this martial 
Prince had unhappily been taken Priſoner in the Battle of 
« Lewes, he was obliged to regain his Liberty, by plucking this 
« ;ineftimable Jewel out of his Princely Diadem, and reſigning 
«it to the Victorious Baron, Simon Montfort, Earl of Lei- 


« ceſter; as the valuable Reward, and indeed the onyx 
« adequate Purchaſe, of his Ranſom. 


a Simon Montfort being ſoon afterwards Qain in the Battle of Eveſham, the 
Palatinate reverted tothe Crown : and Richard the Second, by a ſolemn Act of the 
whole legiſlature, erected it into a Principality, as a ſplendid augmentation of his. 

royal Titles; ſtiling himſelf, Pxinczes Cesrrlaz. His Succeſſor, Henry the 


Fourth, repealed this "RO and reſtored thoſe Palatine- - Prerogetives which it enjoys 
10 this Day. 


Camdeg's Brit. vol. i. pape 682, 
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After theſe Hiſtoric Anecdotes, I ſhall treſpaſs no longer 
upon your Friendſhip, than merely to explain the Origin of 
the Minſtrel- Furiſdifion, which I only barely hinted at, un- 
der the ſuperb Manſion," and Family of Dutton. And I ſhall 
then finally cloſe the Tædium of your Peruſal, and of this 
Poſtſcript, by preſenting you with a ſummary View of all the 
Manuſcripts in my poſſeſſion; towards a new, and I ſhould 


hope, a not entirely undeſerving, Hiſtory of our diſtinguiſhed 
County. 


Amongſt the Military Atchievements of the renowned 
Earl Randal--his Heroic Enterpriſes againſt Llewellin, 
Prince of Wales, were not the leaſt Inſtances of his un- 
daunted Proweſs. But being one day ſurpriſed, and ſur- 
rounded in his Caſtle of Rothlent in Flintſhire, by a Force 
infinitely ſuperiour to his own.z he ſent Expreſſes, with 
the utmoſt privacy, to his great General, Roger Lacy,* 
earneſtly deſiring his immediate Relief in this exigence of 
danger. Theſe Expreſſes found Lacy at Cheſter, during the 
Anniverſary of the Midſummer Fair. And, as the occaſion 


2 The Manſion and Lordſhip of Dutton, are now the property of Mrs, Bul- 
lock, wife of John Bullock, Eſq. of Falkborne-Hall, and Repreſentative of the 


Borough of Maldon, in Eſſex. L | 
2 Roger Lacy was ConsTaBLe of Cheſter. The duty of this high Officer, 
was to command the Vanguard of the Earl's Army; and to be the Foremoft in 


avery. Poſt of Danger. 


X Was 
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was eritically urgent, from the imminent peril of the Earl's. 

Liſe ; this General immediately marched with a tumultuous 
Croud of Players, Fidlers, and' Muficians, and all the Per- 
fons he could poſſibly aſſemble--of whom great numbers 
had been tempted to Cheſter, by the celebration of this 
ſeſtal Anniverſary.  Llewellinz alarmed at the approach of 
this vaſt Multitude, raiſed the Siege with the utmoſt Preci- 
pitation. And, after Earl RanvaLL's return in Triumph, 
the Effuſions of his Gratitude formed his firſt Acts of So- 
vereignty; by rewarding Lacy, with an excluſr Ve Prerogative 
over thoſe particular Trades and Myperies, which had been 
exerciſed by theſe fortunate, and fignal Inſtruments of his 
Royal Preſervation. The CONSTABLE” 8 Son, John Lacy, 
reſerved his excluſſve Privilege over ſome of thoſe Mechanic 
Occupations; but granted the Minſftrel-Prerogative to Huch 
DurroN of Durrox, and his Heirs : the Son of that 
RalrE Durrox, who is ſuppoſed to have particularly 

marched at the Head of the Band of Min/tre/s. Thus con- 
ſigning the Rule and Juriſdiction over this Mufical Pro- 
Feſſion to that Family, whoſe Anceſtor had fo valiantly 
commanded them, i in the capacity of a Body of Victorious 


Soldiers. 


Let 


N When the Earl's Triumphal Cavalcade made their Public Entry into Cheſter, 
alter che Diſperſion of Llewellin and his Britons; it is not improbable, that 


like 
[1 o 
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Let me now preſent you with a ſummary View of thoſe 
Cheſhire Manuſcripts, which are either at preſent in my Poſ- 
ſeſſion, or of which I have been favoured with the oblig- 
ing Promiſe.---The Latter are printed in Italics. | 


The Cheſhire Domeſday, peculiarly ſo called --- 13 
The moſt Material Parts of the Cheſter Annals -.- 15 
Ditto of the Hiſtory of the Earldom of Cheſter --- 16 
Several Extracts from Bradſhaw's Life of St. Werburgh 17 

A very improved and autkentic Copy of the Vale Royal 27 
A Tranſcript of Laurence Boſtokc's Collections — 29 
Ditto of Sampſon Erdeſwicke's - — — 30 
Ditto of Ralfe Starkie, the Antiquary — — 34 
Heraldical Viſitation of Ralfe Starkie, Merchant — 36 
© Heraldical Hiſtory of Roger Wilcoxon; another ditto 37 
Very Material Parts of the Holmes's Collections -- 38 
Dr. Williamſon's Compend of theſe Collactioms — 39 
Biſbop Gaſtrel's of Ditto, in a large Folio Volume --- 40 
Tranſcript of Biſhop Stratford's Letters --- --- 41 
Ditto of Catherall's Collections ———— — 41 

Tranſcript 


like the Return of Saul after the Slaughter of the Philiſtines—his Victorious 
1 Minſtrels played before him, with Tabrets, and with Joy, and with all their 
* Inſtruments of Muſic.” But whether they did or no, thus much is indiſpu- 
tably certain; that the Muſicians always played upon their Inſtruments of Min- 
ſtrelſy, before the Earl of Cheſter's Repreſentative, the Loxp of DuTrTox, in 
their Proceſſion to St. John's Church, at the Midſummer Anniverſary. 
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| Tage 
T ranſcript of Mr. Vernon' F 42 


Sir William Brereton's Letters and Tranſactions in 
, — 43 
Mr. Booth of Twemlowe's Collection == — 44 

Aſhmole's Drawings of a Variety of n Re- 
mains — == — — -= 45 
Sir Peter Leyceſter's Collections, in 20 Volumes — 54 


Mr. Wilbraham's, for the Diſtrict of nne — 54 
Rev. Mr. Stones's, in 3 Volumes — — 58 


Mr. Warburton's, Somerſet Herald, in 4 lauer — 59 


Mr. Carrington's -- — 2 = = 
Dr. Gower's — — — ws 61 
The late Recorderꝰs of the City of Cheſter — — 62 
Liber Petri Dutton, armigeri — == — 67 


Ledger Book of Vale-Royal Abbey -- -- — 68 


The following Manuſcripts have not been mentioned in 
the preceding Sketch of Materials; becauſe the Authours, 
and the Collectors of them, were equally unknown. But I 


am ſufficiently happy, either in the Promiſe, or the Poſſeſſion 
of them. 


1 A large Folio of 631 pages, containing a variety of 
very curious Miſcellaneous Obſervations, relative to the 


County and City of Cheſter; digefted. alphabetically. 
2 Another 


On 


5 
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2 Another Volume in Folio, containing the Inguiſitious poſt 
mortem, from the 33d year of Edward the Third to the 24th 
of Henry the Seventh.---Both which have been commu- 


nicated to me through the extreme kindneſs of Mr. Lowe, 
of Chriſtleton. 


3 A Fædary in Folio of all the Tenures in Capite, dur- 
ing the Reign of Philip and Mary ; tranſmitted to me by 
the Rev. Mr. Price, Bodley-Librarian, with that commu- 


nicative zeal, which is peculiar to the literary friend of every 
intended publication. 


4 Another Volume in Folio, of the moſt ancient and 
famous City of Cheſter. 


5, 6 Two Quarto Volumes, treating of Cheſter ; ſent to 
me in the inoſt obliging manner by Mr. Speed, Deputy Re- 
giſter. One of them is arranged under 38 Chapters. 


7 Another Volume in Quarto, upon the ſame Subject. 


This too was tranſmitted through the Favor of the Rev. 
Mr. Price, Bodley-Librarian. 


8 A thin Quarto Volume, on the Siege of Cheſter, com- 


municated through the very friendly Ty of the Rev. 
Mr, Harwood, 


Y 9 A 


* 
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'9 A curious Treatiſe in Quarto, inſcribed Liber B, con- 
taining many valuable Materials; and entruſted to me with 
the greateſt Inſtances of Benevolence and Regard, by the 
Rev. Mr. Allen, Rector of Torporley. 


10 A fair Manuſcript in Octavo, of 200 pages, principally 
relating to the City of Cheſter; but including a variety of 


Miſcellaneous Remarks -very kindly and * ſent to 
me by Miſs Tilſton of Cheſter. 


11 Several Manuſcripts in the Poſſeſſien of Mr. Orme of 
Chefler ; which he has genteely promiſed me the Uſe of. 


12 A Tranſcript, in a /arge Folio Volume, of Miſcel- 
laneous Articles, under the following Titles. 

The Family and Deſcent of Hugh Earl of Cheſter. 
The Ads of the Seven Earls of Cheſter. 

Extracts from the Chronicles of Roger of Cheſter. 

Extracts from the Chronicles of the Abbey of St. Wer- 
burgh. 

Of the Holy Virgin St. Werburgh. 

Extracts from the Chronicles of the Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory 
of Cheſter, brought down from the earlieſt Times to the 
year 1410, by John Rochford. | 5 


: Mr, Allen has favoured me with a till more valuable Manuſcript; which has 
been commemorated in the preceding Sketch, 
Some 
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Some Hiſtorical Accounts of the Abbey of Stanlaw, 
founded by John Lacy, Conſtable of Cheſter, and Baron of 
Halton, A. D. 1172; with a Catalogue of the Abbots. 

Some Particulars of the Abbey of Stanlaw, and of the 
Family of the Laceys, the Founders of it. 

Of the Genealogy of the Founders of the Abbey of Stan- 
law. | 
A Chronicle of the Abbey of Stanlaw. 

The Charter of the Abbey of Pulton 1153. 


The Charter of Roger, Conſtable of — to the Pri- 
ory of Norton. 


The Pedigrees of the Families of Boſtoke and Egerton i in 


Cheſhire. . 


13 Another Tranſcript in Folio, containing Charters of 
Confirmation, of the Dignity of Ear! of Cheſter, to the 
King's eldeſt Son, in the following Inſtances --- Edward, 
the Black Prince, Son of Edward the Third --- Prince 
Edward, Son of Henry the Sixth --- Prince Arthur, Son of 
Henry the Seventh --- with a particular Account, in what 
manner the v/ual Misz' of zoo Marks was raiſed by the 


» © Miss, are alſo thoſe Off rings, which the Subjects of the Palatinate of 
«« Cheſter make to every Earl, at his Acceſſion, for the Erzoyment of their an- 
* cient Immunities. As an inſtance, we have beeen informed, that the Miſe paid 
« to Charles the Firſt, when he was created Earl of Cheſter, was about 2000 l.“ 
| Spelman's Gloſlary, 


He was the /af Earl, who was clean to this High Dignity, with all the 


Ceremonial of a pompous Inveſtiture, . 
1 Le Palatinate; 
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Some Hiſtorical Accounts of the Abbey of Stanlaw, 
founded by John Lacy, Conſtable of Cheſter, and Baron of 
Halton, A. D. 1172; with a Catalogue of the Abbots. 

Some Particulars of the Abbey of Stanlaw, and of the 
Family of the Laceys, the Founders of it. 

Of the Genealogy of the Founders of the Abbey of Stan- 
law. | 
A Chronicle of the Abbey of Stanlaw. 

The Charter of the Abbey of Pulton 115 3. 

The Charter of Roger, Conftable of ns to the Pri- 


ory of Norton. 


The Pedigrees of the Families of Bojtoke and Egerton in 
Cheſhire. - 


13 Another Tranſcript in Folio, containing Charters of 


Confirmation, of the Dignity of Earl of Chefter, to the 


King's eldeſt Son, in the following Inſtances --- Edward, 
the Black Prince, Son of Edward the Third --- Prince 
Edward, Son of Henry the Sixth --- Prince Arthur, Son of 
Henry the Seventh --- with a particular Account, in what 
manner the #/ual Misz' of zoo Marks was raiſed by the 


» „ Miss, are aiſo thoſe Offi rings, which the Subjects of the Palatinate of 
« Cheſter make to every Earl, at his Acceſſion, for the Erjoyment of their au- 
* cent Immunities. As an inſtance, we have becen informed, that the Miſe paid 


to Charles the Firſt, when he was created Earl of Cheſter, was about 2000 l.“ 
Spelman's Gloſlary, 


He was the 1% Earl, who was advanced to this High Dignity,, with all the 
Ceremonial of a pompous Inveſitture, 


Palatinate ; 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


— 


* 
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Palatinate', as a kind of free Gift from the Subjects to their 
| Prince, upon his actual Inveſtiture with the Dignity of this 
i Earldom. — In this Volume is an old Map of Cheſhire, 
printed about the year 1579, and elegantly coloured; on 
the ſides of which, are ſeveral curious Memorandums, with 


the Names of all the Juſtices of the Peace at that time in 
the County. 


14 CEsSTRIA ILLUSTRATA 3 or, The Armorial Bearings of 


every individual Gentleman in the County of Cheſter; taken 
about the Year 1730. 


is A Tranſcript of many Cheſhire Particulars from the 
 Coucuir-Booxs of the Dutchy of Lancaſter; more eſ- 


pecially from Tom. i. inſcribed Comitat. Ceſtriæ. 


16 Several ChxshinE Manuſcripts, in the Hand Writing of 
that great Antiquary Sir William Ducpats, now in the 
Library of the very ancient and diſtinguiſhed Family of 
the MainwarinGs of Peover ; deſcendants, by the Female 
Line, from Hen Cyvelioc, the fifth Earl of Cheſter. 
Which, the preſent Baronet, Sir HREN RT Mainwazrinc, has 


As the Original Mis: · Boox is ſuppoſed to be loſt, the Recovery of it cer- 
tainly becomes a Part of our Hiftoric-De/iderata. And I have the Pleaſure of 


informing you, that there is an authentic Copy of this ancient Misz-Book amongſt 
| the Manulcripts of Sir Peter Leyceſter, 


offerefl 


_ a » " a = n 10 5 CO * * 99 * - 6 2 * * * * u ld. ee Te 
— 2 ** — —— — > — — — - o 
— Ld 0 "RY - - _ 


offered me the liberal Uſe of, as well as of his whole Ool- 2 
lection, in a Manner the moſt engaging and polite. 


17 Some Perſpective Views of celebrated Remains by the 
elegant Draughtſman of my valuable and eſteemed Friend 
Tromas PEnNanT, Eſq. of Downing in Flintſhire, the in- 
genious and ſenſible Author of BRITISH ZooLoer. 


18 Under this Head of Delineations, may it not be too 
much of the Egozift to add ?---Several Hundred Drawings 
of Coats of Arms, curious Seals, and other Antiquarian Re- 
mains, copied---from very ancient and authentic Draughts 
ſtill exiſting---by an ingenious Artiſt under my own In- 
ſpection. 


19 A large Folio containing a variety of atteſted Evi- 
dences, and Records, relating to moſt of our ancient Fa- 
milies; extracted from the Inquiſitions poſt mortem, the 
Challenges of Affinity upon ſolemn Trials, and the ſeveral 
Heraldical Viſitations. 


20 A ſmall Quarto containing the Hiſtory of the Pariſh 
of Coddington; z executed in ſo conciſe and exact a Man- 
ner, as to ſerve for an almoſt perfect Specimen of Parochial 
Hiſtory.-Both theſe were very obligingly communicated 
to me by Ricuary MassEVY, Efq. of Codington. 


POSTSCRIPT My 


offiredinie the liberal Uſt ef, as well as of his whole Collec- 


tion, ina manner the moſt polite, and the moſt engaging that 
is poſſible, * 


x7 Under fimilar circumſtances, with the preceding ar- 
ticle, is the following---Some Delineations of ancient Ceſ- 
trian Remains, by the elegant Draughtſman of my eſteemed 
Friend, Tyomas Pennant, Eſq. of Downing in Flintſhire ; 
the ſenſible and ingenious Author of Barrisn ZooLoor. 


18 Upon this Head of Delineations, may it not be too 
much of the Egotiſt, to add?--Several hundred Drawings 
of, curious Seals, Coats of Arms, and Antiquarian Re- 
mains, copied from very ancient and authentic Draughts 
{till exiſting---by a an ingenious Artift under my own Inſpec- 
tion. 


Such, my dear Friend, is a Summary View of the en- 
larged, and copious Treaſure of Materials for a Hiſtory of 
Cheſhire.---As a mere CArAloGU E, it mult at leaſt have 
fatigued, if not diſguſted, you, by that dull Repetition, 
which is inſeparable from every methodical Arrangement. 
With your obliging Permiſſion, | then, ſhall I endeavour to 
relieve, and if poſſible, to charm away theſe diſagreeable ſen- 


fations, by preſenting you with one Ae more from the 


This moſt agreeable piece of Ae I was received, during the time theſe 
ſheets were in the Preſs, 3 
e $8050 30% 2 cele- 
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celebrated and much-admired Poet? Whoſe general Bounds 
aries of our illuſtrious County, in his pictureſque and 
beautifully deſcriptive Manner, may at the ſame time pers 


haps be neither an improper, nor an unpleaſing, Concluſion 
of this imperfect Sketch--- 


THE GENERAL BOUNDARIES OF CHESHIRE ;, _ -_ 


IN THE DESCRIPTIVE POESY OF MICHAEL DRAYTON. 


Oh! Thou thrice-happy Shire, confined ſo to be 

«© *Twixt two, ſuch famous Floods, as Mexszv is, and Det. 
« Thy Dex, upon the Veſt, from Wal Es doth thee divide ; 
„Thy Mexszy, on the North, from the Lancasrtatan Side, 2 
« And tow'rds the DEUE LAN Peake and Moget anDs—which do dra 
« More mountainous and wild—the high crown'd SyuvTLinGs-Law 
« And Mor cor are thy Mounds; with thoſe proud Hills, whence rove 
« The lovely Siſter Brooks, the Silv'ry Dane and Dove. 
% Clear Dove, that makes to Trent; the other to the Ve: 
„But, in that famous Town moſt happy, of the Reſt, 
% From which thou tak*ſt thy Name—Fair Cuesrrx !! call'd of old 7 
« Catr-LEcion—whillt, proud Rome her Conqueſts here did n 
« Of thoſe, her Lx OIOMS known, the Faithſul Station then; 
1 So ſtoutly held to zack, by the near North-Wales Men. | 
« Yet, by ber own right Name, ſhe'd rather called be, 
« As her the Britons term'd, the Fox Ta Es upon DEZ. 
* Or—vainly ſhe may ſeem a Mix Aci to ſtand, 

« Th* imaginary work of ſome huge Giant's hand. 
NES Song XI. Line 53, et "It 


September 3, 1771 


\ 


: "The preſent chief Magiſtrate of this ancient City, is Mr. Lawton ;" whe 
| Kindly ON the Sale and __ — Letter. 


